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EDITORIAL. 


WE issue a double Souvenir number of The Library World in connec- 
tion with the Library Association Conference at Birmingham, in 
which we have pleasure in including a special article, ‘“‘ Libraries 
in Birmingham,” by Mr. Walter Powell, Chief Librarian of Birming- 
ham Public Libraries. He has endeavoured to combine in it the 
subject of Special Library collections, and libraries other than the 
Municipal Libraries in the City. Another article entitled “ Some 
Memories of Birmingham” is by Mr. Richard W. Mould, Chief 
Librarian and Curator of Southwark Public Libraries and Cuming 
Museum. We understand that a very full programme has been 
arranged for the Conference, and we have already published such 
details as are now available in our July number. 


* * * * 


It is notoriously difficult to educate people who are indifferent to 
education, and this applies equally to authorities who should under- 
take educational work—using the term in the broadest sense. 
Therefore we would welcome further efforts, on the part of the 
Library Association, to bring backward councillors to a true realisa- 
tion of the place of books in modern life. To take a concrete 
example—there is a certain county authority which has repeatedly 
rejected proposals to adopt the acts, for which measures there is 
considerable if unorganised demand. We have had intimate infor- 
mation concerning this district and feel sure that a suitable letter 
to the councillors individually and a little organisation of opinion, 
with possibly a public meeting in the locality, would turn the scale. 
The matter is worth considering, and would surely fall within the 
legitimate scope of the Association. It is, without a doubt, simply 
lack of information in this and other instances which retards library 
development. It used to be stated that members of a certain class 
were opposed to popular education for reasons which we need not 
state ; but that day is past, and he is indeed foolish who fears know- 
ledge. The danger is very much the reverse—ignorance is the open 
door to all evil. 

* * 

At the A.L.A. Conference at Seattle on July 9th, Charles J. 
Finger received the Newbery Medal for his book, Tales from Silver 
Lands. This medal is awarded each year by the vote of the librarians 
forming the Children’s Librarians’ Section of the American Library 
Association. The medal is the gift to the Association of F. G. 
Melcher, and has been designed by the young sculptor, Rene 
Chambellan. It is named after John Newbery (1713-67)—the Jack 
Whirler of Dr. Johnson’s IJdler—who was the first publisher to 
furnish children with a special library and literature of their own. 
Earlier awards of the medal were: for 1922, Van Loon’s Story of 
Mankind ; 1923, Hugh Lofting’s Dr. Doolittle books; 1924, C. B. 
Hawes’s The Dark Frigate. 

Such a medal might be considered for England. It could be 
made the occasion of great and useful publicity. 
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“ Neither a borrower nor a lender be,” quoth Shakespeare— 
or was it Bacon—but surely he did not mean that to apply to 
books. As he did not trouble much about publication he cannot be 
regarded as an author with an eye upon royalties. Surely, also, 
the recent outburst upon this theme cannot be regarded as a mis- 
guided attempt to get even with librarians for their discount agita- 
tions. The majority of publishers realise the absurdity of stating 
that the libraries, whether circulating or public, are a bad thing for 
the publishers. One can understand that they dream of an ideal 
community where every one buys a book a week, just as we may 
dream of the more possible, but still very Utopian one, when every 

son reads a book a week. We cannot forget the economic factor, 
however, and the hard reality is that only one person in a thousand— 
if that—can possibly afford to buy one book a month, especially if 
they are to be the type of book publishers prefer to publish and 
librarians to issue. Furthermore, even i/ we all bought a book per 
week there are many for whom that supply would be insufficient. 
* * * 


To answer some of the points which have been raised. Firstly, 
let us imagine that everyone who wanted books had to buy them 
What would happen? Simply this: so few would, in this present 
world, be able to afford any, and these would buy so few that in 
time books would cease to play any appreciable role in everyday life. 
Would that be good for the publishers? Yet it would inexorably 
follow. How many people would smoke if they could obtain only 
one cigarette a month? What is good for the publisher—and, 
dare we say, incidentally for the world at large—is the growth of the 
reading habit. 

* 

The second answer may not appeal to the publisher, but it does 
to everyone else. It is that book-buying has its foolish and waste- 
ful side, even an unsocial one. Why should all the energy, the 
labour, capital, and intellect involved in producing one volume be 
wasted by confining the use of that volume to one person when it will 
serve maybe hundreds? And, further, why should a man restrict 
his reading to his purse, and why should he quite unnecessarily buy 
instead of borrow when the extra expenditure must rob him of some 
other amenity or even necessity ? 

* 

And thirdly, the library—of all kinds—enables the publisher 
to produce works which he could not otherwise produce—those 
which do not make a strong enough appeal even to the buyer to 
cause him to untie his purse strings, but which he is willing to 
borrow ; those which make a limited appeal, and so on. The know- 
ledge that libraries would purchase a certain number of copies has 
often proved a Godsend to the publisher, who was to that extent 
insured. This has brought into the world many unnecessary and 
unworthy books, but it has given it much that it would have been 
a tragedy to lose. Probably, however, the first point is most impor- 
tant as we may safely say that any increase in book purchasing 
which was accompanied by a decrease in borrowing would certainly 
lead to a lowering in the quality of the books read. 
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LIBRARIES IN BIRMINGHAM. 


By WaLTER Powe Lt, Chief Librarian, Birmingham Public Libraries. 
Waen the Library Association first met in Birmingham (1887) the 
Public Library system consisted of the Central Libraries and four 
Branches. At the second visit (1902) the number of Branches had 
been increased to nine, while at the [present time there are twenty- 
two Branch Libraries and News Rooms, one Branch News Room 
and one Delivery Station, in addition to the Central Libraries. 

The Central Lending Library contains 40,000 volumes; the 
Branches vary from about 4,000 to 15,000 volumes, except at two 
small libraries in “ country districts,” which contain about 600 
volumes each. At these two libraries loan supplies are sent at 
intervals from the Central. 

The Reference Library contains over 300,000 volumes and 
includes the following Special Collections :— 

(a) Tue SHAKESPEARE MEMORIAL LiBRARY, founded in 1864 as 

a Tercentenary Memorial, destroyed in the great fire 
at the Central Libraries in 1879 and re-established in 
1882. It contains over 18,000 volumes, including good 
copies of all the “ Folios ”’ and several of the “ Quartos,”” 
and is especially strong in its representation of foreign 
literature. A Catalogue of the English portion issued by 
the late J. D. Mullins in 1876 is still of bibliographical 
value though the collection catalogued no longer exists. 
The catalogue issued in 1903 by the late A. Capel Shaw 
is more complete but has few bibliographical pretensions. 


(6) THe Brrwincuam CoLLection is the largest collection of 
material relating to the city ever brought together and 
owes much to the wide knowledge and collecting genius 
of the late Sam Timmins, J.P., F.S.A., who will probably 
be remembered by some of the older visitors to the 
Birmingham Conference of 1925. The catalogue of the 
collection issued in 1918 is a volume of 1,132 pages and 
shows its strength under such headings as Acts of Parlia- 
ment, Deeds (from 13th century), Directories, a 
Newspapers, Views, Manuscripts, etc. It also includes 
a very extensive collection of books and pamphlets 
printed in the city from the first-known specimen dated 
1717. 

(c) Tue Commercia, Lrprary, which is located in the 
Council House extension in Great Charles Street, 
was opened in 1919, and contains about 3,000 volumes, 
including 225 Directories (English, Foreign, Colonial, 
and Trade), all the principal Telegraph Codes, all current 
Parliamentary Papers, a collection of over 5,000 Trade 
Catalogues, and about 240 current papers and periodicals, 
in addition to books on trade and commerce in all their 
aspects. 

(@) Tue Patents Liprary is in the same room as the Com- 
mercial Library and contains English specifications 


5: 


Tre Lisrary Worip 


from 1617, with the Journal and Abridgments issued 
by the Patent Office, and the Trade Marks Journal; 
American Specifications from 1893 with U.S. Official 
Gazette; Canadian Patent Office Record; Australian 
Specifications from 1904, with Official Journal; New 
Zealand Patent Office Journal from 1912 and a represen- 
tative collection of books relating to Patents. 


(e) Tue Tecunicat Lisrary, which was opened on December 
Ist, 1924, is located in a room which has been provided 
by reducing the large News Room on the ground floor 
of the Central Libraries. Although the room measures 
60 by 30 feet it is not large enough to contain the whole 
of the material suitable for inclusion, but the difficulty 
has been overcome by excluding all but the latest 
volumes of bound periodicals and the publications of 
Scientific Societies. These, however, are included in 
the catalogue and are quickly accessible on application. 
The Technical Library itself contains about 4,500 volumes 
and 160 current periodicals, many of the latter having 
been added recently on the expert advice of the staff of 
the University. 

Tue Bouton AnD Watt CoLLEcTION was presented by 
the late George Tangye, J.P., in 1911, and is housed in 
a special room at the Reference Library. It includes 
the original working drawings (about 36,000) of the 
firm of Boulton and Watt, their correspondence and 
business books (including the very interesting letter 
books) accumulated since the beginning of the Soho 
factory in 1762. The autograph letters of many great 
engineers and other notable men are of special impor- 
tance and some of the working drawings are the work 
of James Watt himself. It also includes a large number 
of documents relating to William Murdoch (inventor of 
gas lighting and maker of the first locomotive engine), 
working models of engines and other mechanical objects 
(Watt and Murdoch’s rotary engines, Watt's steam indi- 
cator, etc.), portraits, medals, coins, and tokens minted 
by the firm. Engineers from all parts of the country 
have made extensive use of this unique collection. 


(g) THe Sir BENJAMIN STONE COLLECTION OF PHOTOGRAPHS 
was presented by the Trustees of Sir Benjamin Stone’s 
estate in 1920, in memory of Sir Benjamin’s life-long 
association with the city. It includes over 22,000 photo- 
—_ (with about 14,000 negatives), local, general and 
oreign, and is probably the largest collection of its 
kind ever formed by a private individual. Sir Benjamin 
had unique opportunities for taking photographs of 
places and events as is shown by such series as those 
illustrating Westminster Abbey (482), The Tower of 
London (366), The Coronations of King Edward VII. 
(248) and of King George V. (184). Possession of the 
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negatives is important to Public Libraries and other 
educational institutions, as by the wish of the donors, 
and with full sympathy of the Public Libraries Com- 
mittee, every facility will be given to such institutions 
for the reproduction of any prints in which they may be 
interested. As the collection is very strong topographi- 
cally, the opportunity of strengthening the local collec- 
tions in the various public libraries of the country is an 
excellent one. The copyright of the photographs has 
also been transferred to the Corporation, and permission 
for reproduction will be granted if required, under 
certain conditions. 

(4) Tue War Poetry CoLLecTIoNn, which contains about 
2,000 volumes of the war poetry of the allies, was pre- 
sented by an anonymous donor in memory of a young 
soldier who fell in action in Palestine. The donor also 
provided a special bookcase and defrayed the cost of 
printing the catalogue which was issued in 1921. In 
addition to published volumes there are many poems 
taken from newspapers and magazines, some in manu- 
script and others in leaflet form. 

Tne LanTeRN SLIDE COLLECTION, containing over 11,000 
slides, originated in 1917 in a gift of over 4,000 slides 
from the late Howard S. Pearson, M.A., who was for 
many years a co-opted member of the Public Libraries 
Committee. It was considerably enlarged by gifts from 
the Trustees of Sir Benjamin Stone (2,500 slides), and the 
Warwickshire Photographic Survey, and by smaller collec- 
tions from other donors. The lantern slides are lent 
without charge to lecturers, and gerne for them 
have been received from all parts of the country. 

Tae Kinc’s Norton Parish Lisprary, a_ seventeenth 
century library of about 1,200 volumes, chiefly theological 
and classical literature, given to the Parish by the Rev. 
Thomas Hall, D.D. (1610-1665), at one time minister 
of the church there. It was housed in an ancient building 
in the churchyard until 1892, when it was deposited in 
the Birmingham Reference Library. 

(k) Tue CervANTEs COLLECTION, presented by the late William 
Bragge, F.S.A., partially replaces an exceptionally fine 
collection which was lost in the fire of 1879. 

(2 Tne Byron CoLLection, presented by the late Sir Richard 
Tangye, J.P., for many years a co-opted member of the 
Public Libraries Committee. 

(m) Tue Mitton CoLLection, presented by the late Frank 
Wright, J.P. 

The three last-named collections are not kept current on the 
same scale as the Shakespeare Memorial Library though frequent 
additions are made to them. 

Tue University Lisrary is older than the University itself, 
having been founded in 1880 as Mason College Library. Part of 


= 
we 


32 Tue Lisrary 


the collection still remains in the original building in Edmund Street, 
but the Science section has been transfe to the handsome 
“Harding Memorial Library’ in the new University buildings at 
Bournbrook. At the present time the approximate number of 
volumes in the University is 150,000. 

The Library has received some important gifts and bequests, 
including : (a) 2,000 volumes from the library of the late Hensleigh 
Wedgwood, author of one of the earliest etymological dictionaries, 
presented by Miss Julia Wedgwood in 1891; (6) The John Corbett 
collection, comprising about 5,000 volumes from the library of the 
late John Corbett, M.P., presented by his son; (c) 4,000 volumes 
from the library of the late Professor J. Churton Collins; (d) A 
set of the plates published by the Arundel Society, presented by 
Mr. F. D. Mocatta. The library is rich in complete sets of periodicals, 
English and foreign. 

THe BrrmincHAM Lisrary, perhaps more often known as 
“The Old Library,” is the oldest existing library in the city. 
Founded in 1779, by nineteen subscribers, its prosperity began 
about 1780, when Dr. Priestley came to Birmingham with experience 
of a similar library at Leeds. For over 100 years the library occupied 
premises in Union Street which were pulled down in 1899 to make 
way for the New Arcades. The present building in Margaret Street 
is much more commodious and convenient than the old building 
but the change of position was, for a time, found to be a great dis- 
advantage. At the present time, however, the library is in a pros- 
perous condition and contains about 100,000 volumes, including 
many valuable works of reference. During its long and honourable 
history many of the most distinguished of the citizens of Birm- 
ingham have been associated with the Birmingham Library. 

The important Library at Oscotr CoLLEGE (which will be 
visited during the Birmingham Conference) qualifies for inclusion 
in a list of Birmingham Libraries as the city boundary crosses the 
College grounds. It contains over 30,000 volumes, including the 
“ Harvington Library’ dating back to the middle of the 18th 
century, the ‘‘ Marini’”’ Library purchased in Rome on the advice 
of Cardinal Wiseman in 1839 for £4,000, a valuable collection of 
early printed books on the English martyrs, the “ Kirk ’’ collection, 
manuscripts, and the “ Forbes”’ collection of oriental and other 
memoirs consisting in all of sixty large folio volumes. 

There is also a library of about 10,000 volumes, chiefly theologi- 
cal, at the ERDINGTON ABBEY. 

The Library at the Oratory (Newman Memorial Church), 
Hagley Road, contains about 12,000 volumes, including an excep- 
tionally fine collection of pamphlets bound in about seventy volumes 
on the Tractarian movement. It is also rich in standard editions 
of the writings of the Fathers, and has a small but good collection 
of Roman Catholic Works issued during the penal times. 

Tne CaHuRCH OF THE MesstAH, Broad Street, has a library of 
over 2,000 volumes containing all the standard Unitarian works, 
as well as many modern works on the development and history of 
religion. The library also contains manuscript sermons of Dr. 
Priestley in shorthand and Minute books relating to the New 
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Meeting House as far back as 1732. A printed catalogue was 
issued in 1898. 

Tue Frienps’ Liprary in Dr. Johnson’s Passage, which was 
founded in 1829, now contains about 6,000 volumes, including the 
Bevan-Naish Library, a fine collection of books and pamphlets 
written by and respecting Friends, originally formed by Paul Bevan 
of Tottenham, and greatly enlarged by Arthur John Naish of 
Birmingham. The collection includes about 2,000 pamphlets, 
tracts, and broadsheets of the XVIIth century, many of which 
are extremely rare and not recorded in Smith’s Quaker Bibliography, 

Tue Assay OFFICE contains an important library of works, 
of which a catalogue. beautifully printed at the Chiswick Press, was 
published in 1914. The library was established—and is now main- 
tained—primarily for the use of jewellers, silversmiths and other 
art metal workers of Birmingham as a reference library. 

At the Birmingham and Midland Institute there are libraries 
in connection with the ARCHAEOLOGICAL Society and the ScIENTIFIC 
Society. The former contains many important sets of the publica- 
tions of the Archaeological Societies. The Library of the Scientific 
Society has over 1,000 volumes, of which a printed catalogue was 
issued in 1909. 

The Library at the MunicipaL SCHOOL OF ART (Margaret Street) 
contains about 2,000 volumes specially suitable to the students at 
the school, and there is an excellent library of technical and scientific 
literature at the MunicrpaL TECHNICAL ScHooL, Suffolk Street. 
This Library, which contains about 4,000 volumes classified on the 
Dewey system, is now open to the general public as well as to 
students at the school. 

The Library of the ARCHITECTURAL AssOcIATION (located at 
the School of Art) claims to be “ steadily growing in importance 
and rapidly becoming the most complete Architectural Reference 
Library in the Midlands.” 

There are two libraries at Kinc Epwarp’s Scuoot (New 
Street), one of which was founded as early as 1642. It contains 
a number of famous classics of the 17th and 18th centuries and 
other rarities, but is not now used. The modern school library, 
however, is in a flourishing condition. 

The Library of the BirmincHam NaTuraAt History AND 
Puttosopuicat Society (55, Newhall Street), which was founded 
in 1858, contains about 8,000 volumes, and is strong in works relating 
to microscopy, botany, biology, zoology, conchology, entomology 
and geology, and exchanges with upwards of 130 other societies. 

THE BIRMINGHAM BOTANICAL AND HorTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
has a library in one of the rooms at the Botanical Gardens at 
Edgbaston. 

Tue BirMincHAM ExcHANGeE (Stephenson Place) has an excel- 
lent collection of current directories as well as a good selection of 
works on economics and general reference works. There is a some- 
what similar collection at the CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (New Street). 

Tue Mepicat Lisrary, which was founded in 1790, contains 
about 15,500 volumes and 350 volumes of pamphlets. From 
1874 to 1924 it was housed in the Medical Institute in Edmund 
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Street, but has recently been removed to Great Charles Street. 
The library was begun by Dr. G. F. Evans handing over to the 
medical profession the sum of {600 which had been subscribed to 
give him a testimonial when he was retiring from the General 
Hospital, with the request that it might form the nucleus for the 
foundation of a medical library. 

Tue Law Lrprary, situated in Wellington Passage, Waterloo 
Street, was founded about 1831. Several catalogues have been 

inted. 

sf Tue Law Stupents’ Society also possesses a library estab- 
lished in 1838 and re-established in 1847. A printed catalogue was 
issued in 1903. 


SOME MEMORIES OF BIRMINGHAM 


By Ricuarp W. Mou tp, F.L.A., 

Chief Librarian and Curator, Southwark Public Libraries 
and Canning Museum ; formerly Chief Assistant, Reference 
Library, and Superintendent, Lending Libraries, 
Birmingham. 

My earliest association with the Birmingham Libraries was as a 
juvenile borrower at the Central Library, Ratcliff Place. More 
than half-a-century has passed since then, but I retain a lively 
sense of the joy I experienced when taking out my first book and 
the pleasure it gave me—a joy and pleasure that I fain would hope 
are repeated in the experience of every eager youngster admitted 
to the juvenile department of every public library throughout 
the world to-day. The story of The Cherrystones and The Children 
of the New Forest are not yet dethroned from my affections. Of 
the Library itself the impression that remains with me is as of a 
place of awesome sombreness, befitting the solemnity of a Valhalha 
of the great among men of mind. This was particularly so of the 
Reference Department where, greatly daring, I occasionally occu- 
pied a chair with a book, and once evoked the apparition of a grim 
soft-footed ogre with brass buttons by talking to a companion whom 
I had persuaded to share the adventure—for we were both under 
the regulation age. The austere silence of the great room of 
Rembrantesque shadows, disturbed only by the slight “ hem”’ of 
some elderly reader, seems to come about me again as I write. I 
believe there is an oil painting in the Art Gallery of that old Ref- 

erence Library interior—a study in browns. 

At mid-day one Saturday in January, 1879, excited townsfolk 
were streaming through the snowy streets towards Ratcliff Place— 
the Library was afire! It was said that many of the venerable city 
fathers wept at the sight as they stood in the snow watching the 
progress of the devouring flames and eagerly proffering any help 
they could give. The Library was the pride of the town, and many 
a literary treasure and unique record—the Shakespeare Library, 
the Cervantes Collection, the Staunton Warwickshire Collection 
among them—perished in that merciless holocaust. Alterations had 
been in progress, and a temporary screen taking light from a match 
carelessly thrown down by a workman was said to have caused 
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That Fool of a Woman 


By Suruzriaxp (Millicent, 


f Sutherland). 
“The social a world is re: * Millicent 
Satherland’s book with 


for i forthe auth 
to say.” —Scots 
The Carillon of Scarpa 


Frora Kuicxmann, Editor of the 
The 


oman Telegrap 
says: “Miss Klickmann makes beautiful 
wything she touches. 


eve 
ior ha 
Scarpa.” 516 pages. /@ net 

The Whitehall Series 
Volume I., “ The ow Office,” by Sir 
Epwarp Troup, K.C.B., K.C.V. Volume 
IL, “The Ministry of Health” by Sir 
ARTHUR Newsnoime, K.C.B., M.D. Other 

are in p §/- net each 


Personality as a Business 
Asset 


A little book, I. B. Wotcorrt, 
ling how a. BY may be acquired 
loyed in every walk of life. The 
E*press says : “ Remarkably inter- 


3/6 net. 
Week Ends 


The latest of F. W. Tuomas’s humour 
books, uniform with “ Rain and Shine,” 
ye Merry- -Go-Round,” etc. The Westminster 
Weekly says: ‘“‘Mr. Thomas keeps it i, 
wonderfully.” Each volume is 2/6 


A King in the Making 
Afrank of the of Wales, 
PARKHURST, which 
Daily Chronicle says: “ Net since lined 
burned the cakes has a Royal hero been the 
subject of stories so intimate.” 35 illustra- 
tions. 10/6 net 


The Roar of the Crowd 


An Autobiography by | ..2s J. Corspert, 


Quite the most entertaining spor k 
Every page full of 
the ring.” Fully illustrated. 10/6 net 


The Complete Opera Book 


By Gustav Kosss, revised by I. Bonavia 
Giving the stories of 198 operas. The 
Post says: “ om lovers will 

like to pore over it.” illustrations. 
16/- net 


24 Bedford St., W.C.2 


CROSBY LOCKWOOD SON’S 
NEW TECHNICAL BOOKS 


CONCRETE BRIDGES 
The Practical Design of Modern Reinforced 
Concrete Bridges including Notes on — 
ture and Shrinkage Effects, by W. L. Scott, 
A.M.Inst.C.E. 220 pages. 124 diagrams 
22 photographic plates. Royal 8vo, cloth 


Net 
WATER-POWER 


A Treatment of T: 
Factors; with Special Reference to Field 
Work invol Study of Stream Flow, 


Pondage Capacity, Develo Waterwa' 
Power Transmission Lines, = By Ws. 7 
Taytor, M.Inst.C.E., M.L.E.E. 2 $s. 
Tllustrated. Royal 8vo, cloth - Net 


MODERN IN STEAM CONDENSING 


A Practical Treatise. By A. R. Wricut 
A.M.I.C.E., A.M.LM.R. 320 pages. 185 
illustrations. Crown 4to, cloth - Ne 


~ OF REAL PROPERTY 
A Guide to the Principles of Valuation - 
Land and Buildings, etc.,for various 
including the Taxation of Land Values. By 
Cc. A. Wess, F.S.I. Fourth Edition, Re- 
vised. 292 pages. Demy 8vo,cloth Net 218. 


HOT WATER hg STEAM HEATING AND 
VENTILATI 
A Practical Work giving Descriptions and 
Data of all Materials and Appliances used in 
the Se of such Apparatus; Rules, 
etc. A. G. Kine. Fifth Edition, 
and 550 pages. 
Medium 8vo, cloth Net ase. 


SYNONYMS AND TRADE NAMES 
A Dictionary and Commercial Handbook. By 
Wm. GARDNER. Second Edition, Enlarged. 
330 pages. Containing approximately 17,000 
Definitions and Cross ferences. 8vo, 
cloth - : ‘et 308 


CLOCKMAKING : PAST AND 
With which is incorporated the more important 
portions of “ Clocks, Watches, and Bells,” 
by the late Lord Grimthorpe, relating to 
Turret Clocks and Gravity Escapements. By 
G. F.C. Gorpon, M.A., A.M.L.C.E. 240 ees. 
Profusely illustrated by Diagrams and 
of Long Case, Bracket, and other Clocks, Dials, 
Hands, etc. ‘Demy 8vo, cloth - Net 


LAND AND ENGINEERING SURVEYING 
For Students and Practical Use. By T. 
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the outbreak, and the man ae realising the consequences of his 
carelessness became demented. 

I was in the crowd near Mason College, then, I believe, in course 
of erection and near completion, watching the firemen amid the ice 
and snow at their gallant work saving what they could—the fire- 
bleached grey stone outer walls were their reward. I, a mere worker 
in brass at a small factory in a bye street, but with a good school 
record and a lover of books and libraries and art galleries, the 
possessor of a set of Cassell’s Popular Educator and John Dicks’s 
shilling editions of the poets, and a regular student at night classes, 
addicted to the writing of verse which occasionally got into print, 
and hon. librarian of a Young Men’s Bible Association—I had no 
premonition that it would be my privilege to assist in the work of 
building up the great library that should arise from the ashes of 
that of whose destruction I was a helpless and pained witness. 

Practical Birmingham—whose inspiring motto is ‘‘ Forward ’’— 
sincerely mourned the great loss that had befallen her, but not idly, 
for measures were taken forthwith towards making it good. At 
the Council House temporary accommodation was provided, and 
the work of the libraries resumed without loss of time, but, of course, 
on a modified scale, while the work of rebuilding the library at 
Ratcliff Place on more generous lines even than before vigorously 
progressed. 

In 1882 the new library on the old site was opened, the cost ’ 
being, if I remember rightly, something like £80,000. I was then 
a member of the staff, and now recall a happy adaptation by a 
colleague to the circumstances of the removal of the Biblical passage 
anent books, as follows: ‘‘ Of the making of books there is no end 
and much carrying is a weariness to the flesh.” The opening of the 
library was the occasion of a great civic ceremony at the Town Hall 
at which John Bright and Joseph Chamerlain were among the 
many representative notabilities taking a prominent part, and 
in the evening there was a brilliant civic banquet at the Council 
House, the first of such functions in my experience. The Central 
Library—which then, as in pre-lire days, accommodated the 
temporary Art Gallery—being thus happily restored, attention was 
directed to the provision of branches. There were then but four— 
Deritend, Gosta Green, Constitution Hill and Adderley Park— 
and they were already out of date. New ones were planned, and 
in due course provided, for Harborne—where the ‘‘ Masonic Hall ”’ 
was adapted—and Spring Hill and Saltley, these two being specially 
designed buildings. With the completion of these, and the transfer 
of the Hall Library from Kings Norton to the Central Reference 
Library—in the early nineties of the last century—my personal 
association with the work of the libraries of my native city ter- 
minated—the call of London, that lodestone of unbalanced minds, 
that web for unwary provincials, proving irresistible to me. 

Now of the men it was my privilege to work with at Birm- 
ingham. First and foremost my old chief, Mr. J. D. Mullins, whose 
memory I cherish with profound respect and sincere affection, one 
of the great among the pioneers of the public library movement, 
whose ideals were high and practice consistent. He was among the 
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iants who were in the land in those days. a oe of 
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standard of his example! He was a man—and I have not looked 
upon his like again. His work was done and his health gave out 
before the British library world was agitated by the importation of 
American ideas. He himself visited America, but I do not remember 
that he exhibited any acute symptoms of Americanitis. But a 
beginning was made of open access by placing a small case of every- 
day reference books on the public side of the counter in the reference 
library well under view of the staff, and before I came away and after 
the removal of the temporary Art Gallery from the “ wing ”’ to its 
permanent home and the fostering care of its present director, Sir 
Whitworth Wallis, the open access principle had been considerably 
extended. 

Among other old-time Birmingham men of achievement and 
distinction in the library world were Barrett, Dent, Elliott, 
Burgoyne, Madeley, Cotgreave—but these had passed on res- 
pectively to Glasgow, Aston, Wolverhampton, Lambeth, Warring- 
ton and Richmond before my time, but with all of whom I enjoyed 
pleasant and helpful communion later, especially at the Annual 
Conferences—and I would here pay tribute to the pioneer work of 
Cotgreave, not so much for his indicators as his catalogues and 
“ Contents—Subject Index.” But I had the advantage of personal 
association in the work at Birmingham with Smith, now of 
Dewsbury ; Bonner, ing; Barkas, Richmond; Davis, Wands- 
worth ; Norris-Matthews, Bristol; Wadley, now of Kensington ; 
Hodges, now of West Bromwich; and with Harriss, Beetlestone, 
Raymond, Phillips, Burton, Jones, French, Thacker, Packer, Greaves, 
and other good and worthy workers whose names for the moment 
elude me, who stayed to help to carry on the ever-expanding work 
of the libraries of the “ best governed city in the world,” most of 
whom I hope to meet again at the coming Conference there. But 
I must not omit Mr. Pacy, who from Birmingham reached West- 
minster via Richmond. We all felt, I think, that he was of the 
elect, set apart from ordinary mortals, and reserved by merit of 
his personality and attainments for the heights he has reached and 
so creditably maintains. Nor should mention be omitted of Mr. 
Comber, whose early decease we sincerely lamented, and whose 
widow had charge of the Adderley Park Branch until quite recent 
years. 
For the memory of Mr. Alfred Capel Shaw, first, Librarian of 
the Central Lending Library then—following Mr. Wakeling, a 
gentleman we all respected—Sub-Librarian, and afterwards Mr. 
Mullins’ successor as Chief at Birmingham, I have special regard. 
I owe much to the personal and intimate friendship with which he 
favoured me and the inspiration of his fine poetic mind. He taught 
me much, not, perhaps, in rule of thumb matters of practical 
librarianship, but in the way of a love of the best in literature in 
which true librarianship should be founded. An extreme radical 
in politics, a fighter for freedom in religious thought—he was a 
contributor to the Secular Review—and a scoffer at the established 
order of things in general, he was rigidly conservative and had great 
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respect for things as they were in librarianship and a most conscen- 
tious worker on recognised lines. He was wont to say, ‘«‘ The wisdom 
of our fathers is in these—therefore change them not too readily.” 
He was a poet. His portraits suggested William Morris. A volume 
of his poetry was published at Redruth, and another, Two Decades 
of Song, by Cornish Brothers, of Birmingham, and among his con- 
tributions to the magazines was the sonnet, “ The Chained Eagle,”’ 
with a full-page engraving. In it I believe was expressed the 
tragedy of his life—the fetters of untoward circumstance that 
bound him to a life of rigorous routine duties when he longed to be 
free for the untrammeled exercise of his greater powers. But his 
was a mind of the quality that makes a man greater than anything 
that can happen to him, and, like Henley, master of his fate, 
captain of his soul—hence the ever cheerful and loyal discharge of 
his duties and the radiant optimism of his bearing. Not “‘ He was 
Chief Librarian of Birmingham,” but “ He was a Poet,”’ is, I believe, 
the epitaph he would have preferred. The contemporary secretary 
of the adjoining Birmingham and Midland Institute, Mr. Alfred 
Hayes, was also a poet, and his recently published volume, Simon 
De Montfort, was a pleasant intimation to me that he is still writing. 

And now just a word of the present distinguished holder of the 
high position in which Mr. Mullins and Mr. Shaw were his imme- 
diate predecessors—Mr. Walter Powell. In my days at Birmingham 
he was a junior assistant—a mere lad—but of such marvellous 
powers of memory and unlimited capacity and insatiable greed for 
work that all felt that the high places of the profession would be 
well within his reach at his pleasure, and the subsequent history 
of the Birmingham libraries and their administration shows that 
it is sometimes quite safe to prophecy. He might almost say with 
Cesar, Veni, vidi, vinci. Thus it appears to me. I was sorry to 
hear of his recent ill-health and trust his recovery is complete— 
for there is still great work to do and great workers are not numerous. 

Of noteworthy visitors to the libraries of Birmingham in my 
time there I recall the Crown Prince of Portugal, whose royal 
father’s translations into Portuguese of three of Shakespeare’s 
plays were and are among the treasures of the Shakespeare Memorial 
Library ; Lord Morley, then plain John, whom I had the pleasure 
of helping in some research ; and the venerable Cardinal Newman, 
who paid an unexpected visit, and to me—being in charge at the 
time—fell the honour of attending his Eminence and his party in 
their round of the Reference Library. I well remember the benignity 
of his age-worn face. Then there was Mrs. Cowden Clarke, who 
had something truthfully complimentary to say in the published 
record of her visit of Barkas—than whom no library ever had a 
more worthy and efficient officer. We all liked him. The Birming- 
ham Reference Library and the Library at Richmond owe much 
to his good work. May his name long be had in honoured remem- 
brance among us. 

Mention of the Shakespeare treasures reminds me that it was 
for some time my weekly duty to check the folios and quartos which 
were locked away in a strong box in the “iron room.” Every 
Saturday morning I saw that these treasures of ever-increasing 
value were safe. 
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Of members of the Libraries Committee Sam Timmins, William 
Harris, J. Thackray Bunce and Alderman G. J. Johnson, William 
Tonks and Kendrick stand out prominently in this retrospect. Of 
Timmins a marble bust adorns the Reference Library and shows 
what manner of man he was in appearance. His appetite for books 
was so voracious that he used jokingly to declare that he could be 
trusted anywhere but among them, and if he wished to go into any 
reserved part of the library where special books were kept the Chief 
used to say, ‘‘ Mr. Mould, you had better go with him.” In him the 
libraries and every member of the staff down to the humblest junior 
had a sincere friend and helper. His knowledge of the topography 
of Birmingham was so extensive and exact that it was said that 
if all the plans and maps were destroyed he could replace any of 
them from memory. Every day—almost every post—brought 
marked booksellers’ catalogues from him giving Barkas plenty to do 
to cope with them to prevent the purchase of duplicates while securing 
desirable additions. Harris, author of the History of the Radical 
Party, was great on management ; Bunce, editor of the Daily Post, 
was in his element on the Books Sub-Committee, with a special 
interest in biography ; while kindly Alderman Johnson was a greatly 
esteemed chairman of the Libraries Committee for many years. 
He helped to build up the law side of the Reference Library. Tonks 
is a name familiar to most librarians through the useful shelf fittings 
of his invention. He had interest in, and his name is also connected 
with, the literature of Botany. Kendrick fostered the art side of 
the Library. 

Among interesting readers there was the young man who 
filled up a slip for the ‘‘ Works of Harry Stockle "’.—the slip I believe 
is still preserved ; another who wanted the Operas of Plato; and 
the many who were served with the work by Olphar Hamst | Ralph 
Thomas on Aggravating Ladies, only to return it immediately 
with a look of disappointment upon finding that it dealt with 
nothing more romantic than women writers who adopted masculine 
noms-de-plume. 

Of local booksellers with whom business was chiefly done 
there were William Downing, at the sign of Chaucer’s Head ; Wilson, 
of Cherry Street ; Cornish Brothers, of New Street ; Lowe, also of 
New Street. Baker’s Great Bookshop was in embryo, if it existed 
at all then ; and there were Worralls for reference hbrary binding ; 
and Hawkins and Son for lending library binding; and the impres- 
sion I retain of them all is the spirit of helpful co-operation and 
friendly interest in the work and welfare of the libraries that seemed 
to govern their undertakings, without the least suggestion of 
commercialism. 

I was lately talking of the Birmingham libraries to a successful 
business man in London. “ The Birmingham libraries,” said he, 
““ Why, what do you know about them?” “ Nothing,” I answered, 
adding, ‘“‘ Only I happened to be on the staff there eleven-and-a-half 
years.’ “ Dear me,” he replied, “I was there myself for a few 
months many years ago, but I could see there was no money in it 
so I left.” Then I recalled a fresh-complexioned youth named 
Field as an assistant for a short time in the Central Library. He 
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was wise in his day and generation—for if money is your object 
Librarianship is not the calling to choose. All the same it is one 
that has its compensations and I doubt whether the training for 
any calling would have afforded me half the satisfaction and delight 
I found in the strenuous but happy days of my years in the libraries 
of Birmingham. They were days when the foundations of the 
Library Association were being well and truly laid by, now Sir, 
John Y. W. MacAlister and the late Henry R. Tedder to whom 
Assistants were not a little indebted for encouragement and I here 
respectfully pay the tribute of an expression of sincere and lively 
gratitude. 


PERSONALITIES IN THE LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 
1.—THE HONORARY SECRETARY. 
Ir is our hope to publish, from time to time, impressions of out- 
standing figures in the Library Association. In response to editorial 
suggestion, the following on the Honorary Secretary has been 
contributed as the first of the series. 


Presidents come and go, but the Hon. Secretary of the L.A. 
still goes on. Some there be who think he goes on much too long ; 
he himself would no doubt be the first to agree. Those who seek 
a change can easily secure it—if they command a majority. Judging 
by the signs of the times they do not, at least not yet. It is fully 
realised and agreed that the Hon. Secretary has, throughout his 
many years of service, been an earnest worker in the general interest 
of all, passing by with short shrift, any individual views or 
opinions not likely to be acceptable to the whole. At the same 
time, he has not sought to grind any axe of his own and has never 
helped those who seek to grind theirs; this naturally does not 
always gain him popularity. He may be too regardless of and 
unsympathetic towards fussy people and cranks, but there it is, 
and we can only take a man as we find him. 

You have asked me for an impression—here it is shortly and 
for what it is worth. In the minds of some it may appear quite 
unbalanced. 

The Hon. Secretary is a forcible person—he can fight, but at 
the same time does not exult in victory. He can also lose with the 
best of grace. He certainly has at times a pungent humour, but 
it is never mordant. This is not always palatable to the single 
member, especially if he happens to be the target, but without doubt 
it captivates and delights the crowd. I do not mean by this 
that there is any playing to the gallery, but one cannot help but 
notice that he prefers to guide decision by a gentle gibe at the 
opposition rather than by bluster or recrimination. All recognise 
and acknowledge his abilities even though all may not appreciate 
the method of their application. He does not always suffer fools 
gladly when they are among his contemporaries. To the 
younger members he is kind, considerate and ever watchful over 
their interests. If anybody should want an unbiassed evalua- 
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tion they need only talk to those who work with him and serve 
under him in whichsoever of his different capacities—the L.A. 
naturally does not monopolise all his energies. Every man has his 
limitations, but we have not yet found out all those of the Hon. 
Secretary—he would no doubt gleefully tell us what they are, but, 
as I can in fancy hear him say, “ Of course, without prejudice.”’ 
While, however, he remains in office we are assured that the general 
affairs and policy of the Association will never go unnoticed— 
besides, has he not a Council of some 50 or 60 to keep him on the 
right path ? 

Next month at Birmingham many of us will gather together— 
well, over 200. And not the least pleasurable among anticipations 
is the prospect of greeting and perhaps heckling the Hon. Secretary. 
The trouble is that he seems positively to like being heckled—the 
hecklers do not often find themselves in such happy state. I have 
so far dealt with the Hon. Secretary as an official. Only those who 
foregather with him unofficially can judge the man as apart from 
the machine. If one seeks for him one may find him, but if he’s 
busy the nature of your reception will be on the knees of the gods, 
and you may fail to trace a single amiable trait. He is in many 
directions a strange contradiction, so his friends look for him when 
he’s supposed to be resting and therefore the more approachable 
and less irascible. 

To write a full chronicle of the Hon. Secretary’s services—and, 
yes, let us boldly say it, his sometimes almost diabolical astuteness— 
would fill more than a single number of The Library World, so as 
you asked me for a simple impression with the command to be 
brief, I must leave it at this. B.A.T. 
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“Ah! This is indeed delightful, M. Chevreuse! You are 
cordially welcome. Consider my poor house as yours !”’ 

Chevreuse flutters an eyelid as the Vicomte turns to me. ‘‘ My 
ill memory made me discourteous. M. Chevreuse and I were students 
together at the University in the school of philosophy, but we came 
into pleasant familiarity when a class filled a summer vacation with 
a visit to Caen to read in the University there. M.Chevreuse won 
great honours by his thesis on Seneca on Benefits. Was it not so, 
M. Chevreuse ? ”’ 

Chevreuse waives aside the compliment pleasantly. ‘‘ Others 
won honour, too, M. le Vicomte, if your modesty will permit the 
remark. You yourself—’’ 

“Alas! Monsieur, do not remind me of unfulfilled ambitions. 
They are dead now. But you will honour my table? It is close 
upon dinner.” 

“Could we not have it here as we were wont to do?” I 
murmur, remembering the pleasure of some very unusual and un- 
conventional meals we had enjoyed. 

The Vicomte pauses a moment. 

“Ah, why not?” asks Chevreuse, somewhat officiously I 
thought. “A library, a view of the river and a setting sun are pleasant 
in combination, M. le Vicomte.”’ 

So it is agreed and arranged ; and a little later we are engaged 
in discussing an excellent dinner. Chevreuse has rare wit, and he 
and the Vicomte toss the ball of memory to and from one another 
with rare zest. Le Farge is of grosser build, and speaks seldom, but 
is courteous enough. The viands are good, M. le Vicomte’s wine 
mellow. An hour passes in which we do justice to the board, and are 
flushed with the pleasure of our animated converse, which flows 
gaily, the guests tripping merrily from jest to jest, pun and the 
lightest banter mingled with other humour of brisk unpremeditated 
sort, until Jacques brings forth the dessert. High piled bowls of 
golden melon, pears that have the ripe yellow of perfect juciness, 
and ruby apples that have lain a year in the Vicomte’s larders. 
Glasses are replenished again, and I am in the midst of an anecdote 
of a friend who lost his sword at an inn and nearly lost his life in 
consequence in a bout with some footpads which followed hard 
upon, when a look passes over Chevreuse’s features which gives me 
pause. The look merges into an ironical smile as he puts his hand 
slowly into his pocket and draws forth a long folded paper. He 
unfolds it, and the words AU NOM DE LA REPUBLIOUE start in 
capitals from the sheet. 

‘“* Monsieur le Vicomte,’’ he asks, “‘ will you do me the honour 
to listen ?”’ 

The Vicomte smiles courteously. 

“ By all means, friend. I am all attention.” 

Still smiling, but with voice hardening as he reads, at first slowly 
then rapidly until it rasps onward like a saw, Chevreuse reads words 
that freeze my blood and turn my heart to very ice. The Vicomte 
listens silently, as if he scarcely grasps the meaning of the terrible 
paper, and Le Farge looks before him with a cold conscious stare 
as the words are uttered. ‘‘ National Convention . . . d’Ete, 
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aristocrat . . . appointed commissioners . . . execution,” 
and the names of the brutal drunkard Dumas and the sinister 
ghoul Fouquier, are words I catch as one who dreams. Then their 
terrible meaning dawns upon me. Chevreuse and Le Farge, dis- 
guised friends, are in fact mortal foes. Sitting there and jesting 
at the Vicomte’s table they bear with them the awful instrument of 
the National Convention giving them powers of death. 

Chevre use folds the paper slowly as he rises. 

‘You see, my Lord, our instructions are explicit.” 

‘“ But,” [ery in amazement, “ this is outrageous, inhuman—”’ 

‘Monsieur will do well to hold his peace,” sneers Chevreuse, 
he is not concerned in this matter.” 

‘‘ Scoundrel! '’ I retort. My hand runs down to my side, but 
I have left. my sword in the hall and am unarmed. At the instant 
I am looking helplessly into the barrel of a pistol Le Farge levels 
at my head. 

‘‘ Monsieur will please be seated,’’ he raps out. 

I glance helplessly at the Vicomte, across whose calm, pale 
face a smile passes. He nods. 

“It is useless,’’ says he, ‘‘ Gentlemen, what is your will ? ”’ 

“A thousand pardons, M. le Vicomte, but my assistants and 
the means of performing the will of the Convention await you in 
the courtyard. They may be seen even from here.” 

We turn our eyes quickly towards the window. I rub my eyes 
as if to dismiss the vision. Two huge black vertical beams, and a 
gleaming something uniting them, rise out of the depths—the 
guillotine ! 

The Vicomte does not quiver. 

“ But I do not understand, gentlemen. I am a lover of books 
and politics have never been my province. Why then— ?”’ 

Curse you!" thunders Le Farge, his real bestial nature break- 
ing forth, “* You are an accursed aristocrat, and that’s enough.” 

“You insult me, sir,’ returns the Vicomte, coldly. 

‘Come, my Lord,” urges Chevreuse, ‘‘ We regret the interval 
during dinner, but we will return to do justice to your excellent 
fruit. Eh, citizen ?”’ 

Le Farge grins. 

‘One moment,”’ says the Vicomte, and turning to the alcove 
he returns with the book of prayers open in his hand. 

“Adieu,”’ he says, calmly, laying a cold, unfaltering hand in 
my own. I hold it for a moment, striving to speak, and then fall 
into my chair nerveless and dumb-stricken. When I collect myself 
they are gone; and at the door, armed with pistols, is a soldier 
who eyes me knowingly. I hear the faint sounds of footfalls in the 
courtyard, as of a small procession ; the murmur of voices, whose 
words I cannot catch ; then there is a pause ; and, in spite of my- 
self, my glance travels to the window. The gleaming arm of the 
guillotine is still there. I turn again to the soldier and am about to 
question him. Surely it is all a mistake! But at this moment a 
flash of light darts across the room. I turn to the window. The 
gleaming arm has gone! 
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In the few minutes that follow I think my brain will burst, 
but I fight with myself, determining to be calm, lest more horrors 
befall. Gradually I master myself, although I feel that my hands 
are cold, and I seem paralysed in body. [I hear steps along the 
passage and the soldier stands aside to admit Chevreuse and Le 
Farge, who are smiling in the terrible fashion of men who have done 
an awful thing and find no shame in it. 

‘“‘ Faugh!”’ ejaculates Chevreuse, and throws a book violently 
upon the table so that the glasses dance. It is the small brown 
quarto, with the stained edges and the water stain on the binding. 
I regard it with fascinated gaze, for the binding has now another, 
deeper, more dreadful stain. 

They seat themselves at the table. Le Farge fills his glass 
and passes the decanter to Chevreuse. With cold courtesy the 
latter fills my glass, in spite of my declining gestures. He insists. 

““ Now,” cries Le Farge, “ we will drink to M. le Vicomte’s 
crossing. He went quite easily.” 

“Ah, well !’’ responds Chevreuse, “it’s the mercy of the maiden 
of France Her embrace is swift and kindly. May I pass you a 
pear, Monsieur ? 

“ You infernal murderers,” I cry, “ you pollute the air you 
breathe.” 

They look at me curiously without stopping their drinking. 
Then Le Farge’s gaze become more intent, more full of knowledge. 
Surely I have met this man before, is an idea that flashes through 
my disordered mind. 

“Hola!” exclaims Le Farge, suddenly, his florid purple face 
glowing with malignant triumph, “ Citizen, it is Vacquerel!"’ 

His companion sets down his cup with a bang, dives into his 
tunic and brings forth a long parchment plentifully ornamented 
with red sealing wax. 

““Ramond Caoudal de Vacquerel,” he reads raspingly and 
distinctly, “ aristocrat and enemy of the Republic, is proscribed 
for treason against the liberties of the Republic, and the Convention 
hereby authorises his arrest and summary—” 

““Execution!’’ Le Farge completes the sentence almost with a 
yell. “ Rejoice, citizen, another pair of eyes shall look through the 
window of France without.” 

They rise simultaneously, oversetting their chairs. 

“ Villains,” I scream, seizing the heavy decanter near my hand 
and hurling it at Le Farge. ‘‘ You lie abominably.” Le Farge 
ducks, and the decanter misses his head, but it strikes him heavily 
on the shoulder. With a bellow like that of a wounded bull he is 

m me. I am no match for the two of them and they fling me 
violently to the ground. Le Farge’s hands are at my throat; I am 
stunned ; the room swims above me . A 


I open my eyes. The sun comes slantingly through the cedar 
outside my room and spills networks of light and shadow on the 
floor. The afternoon is drawing on, and I yawn as I turn my eyes 
to the little book before me. Ha! It is Wheatley and his excerpt 
from Charles Purton Cooper’s catalogue. “‘ In the summer of 1794 
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(it was somewhat late in the day) two travellers st at a chateau 
in a south-eastern department of France, one of them having a 
slight acquaintance with the owner of the chateau, who had the 
misfortune to belong to the ancient noblesse of the country. Both 
were invited to partake of the family dinner. A dinner which in 
those circumstances might be considered sumptuous was served 
up; and the conversation, as generally happens on such occasions, 
became more than usually gay. When, however, the dessert was 
placed on the table, the conversation was suddenly interrupted by 
one of the travellers taking from his pocket a paper eee wcggeon 
himself and his companion Commissioners of the Convention, an 

authorizing them to seize the chateau and its contents and forth- 
with to guillotine the ‘ aristocrat,’ its proprietor. The reading of 
this paper was immediately followed by an intimation that a 
guillotine with the usual assistants had during dinner arrived in 
the courtyard of the chateau. The repast was discontinued for a 
few minutes, whilst the two guests hurried their host to the court- 
yard of his chateau and saw him guillotined ; it was then resumed.” 


LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS 


Dear CALLIMACHUS, 

At this time of the year the mind may, as in my case, run upon 
seaside libraries—public libraries, of course; in my mind there 
are no other libraries worth the name. So, being at a watering 
place, gathering health to encounter the rigors of the coming 
Conference, which you with anticipatory lugubriousness describe 
so well in your last letter (or was it the Editor of Tae Liprary 
Wor p in his Editorial last month? I am unable to verify), I 
sought out the Library. That is actually what I did. I sought it 
out, because you will discover in many cases that 

SEASIDE LIBRARIES 
are hard to find. They are not always, in the eyes of their pro- 
moters, quite respectable. This one I found by following certain 
notices, which indicated ‘‘ Open-Air Tennis Courts” and then 
“The Baptist Chapel,” by my unaided but immensely keen scent 
for libraries. There was no notice anywhere in the town to say 
that a public library existed or where the wonder was to be seen. 
Then when I found it I found also that it was a bright little building 
of the unimaginative red and white Carnegie type from which 
architects in the past thirty years seem to have been unable to 
vary satisfactorily ; set in a green enclosure, and with ivy already 
draping one of the walls. Not a busy library, I should say. There 
were two women in one reading room—what room it was I cannot 
say as there was no name on it; probably a “ ladies’ room” 
seeing that in towns where such a room is least needed it is most 
frequently provided. In the reading room proper one woman was 
earnestly reading a newspaper. These, with myself, made the 
sole occupants, but, as the time was 5 p.m., probably the popula- 
tion was at the tea ceremony. But between these two rooms was 
a lending library with curious iron shelves of no pattern that I 
could recognize, and covered with brown paper to ward off curious 
eyes during the hours of closing—the library bar here closes from 
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one to six daily—was that survival of mediaevalism, a Cotgeave 
indicator. An indicator in a pleasant little Southern seaside town ; 
think of it! A personage in his shirtsleeves leaned on the counter 
beside the muffled indicator and read a book. He looked like a 
porter, and as he closed the book with a guilty air as he beheld me 
modestly perusing the many manuscript notices signed by the 
librarian which adorned the vestibule, I concluded that he was 
not the librarian: therefore I did not introduce myself, as is my 
custom, lest my colleague proper, his chief, should think I was not 
playing the game. 
I have drawn 
Tuis PICTURE 
to enable you to understand more fully why we are held in so small 
esteem in this country. A whole district, eighteen miles across and 
twenty miles deep, draws its views of the function and achievement 
of the public library from this pretty and somnolent little building. 
The old difficulty of funds no doubt exists here as in many such 
places. That same evening I met a distinguished friend who is a 
municipal accountant, and our conversation ran upon libraries. 
His first point was that the seaside library should be situated 
where the people are—an obvious point which is overlooked in 
some such places. Again, he thought that such towns existed by 
and largely for visitors, and while they should give a service of the 
kind which we give ordinarily, they should also run a large very 
modern subscription department for visitors. Librarians could 
do this far better than the average bookseller—they had (or should 
have) a better knowledge of literature; the books so obtained 
after a few months could fall into the stock of the public library 
proper, and so the town would secure a valuable attraction, and 
the library an increase of money and books. I know this is a variant 
of what is done at Burton-on-Trent and, I believe, at Workington— 
neither of them holiday spots, however—and I am not quite sure 
of the legality of the method. It is worthy of reconsideration, 
however ; since we live in a changed world from that of 1914—a 
world in which people go to the sea in hordes in the summer, and 
do = seem unable to pay for their privileges. 
t is 
A Far Cry 

from this little holiday place to Birmingham, about which, in your 
last letter, you asked me to write. Unromantic, you call it, thereby 
insulting my birthplace. I am a Midlander by nativity and a 
Londoner by adoption and—I was going to say “ grace,” but 
truthfulness suggests “luck.” That cat being out of the bag, I 
recall for a moment those early days just before the great J. D. 
Mullins left us. It was a privilege, and a fearsome thing, to work 
under him. You remember his bearded, aquiline white face with 
the black skull-cap. He believed in libraries—lived for them— 
was a severe and sane judge of character, and a legislator who froze 
me to the marrow. He would wander about asking small boys the 


Way TO THE FREE LIBRARY 
which was one of his methods of advertising it, and a good one, too. 
Of his qualities as an administrator 3 have not the feest doubt— 
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the Birmingham Reference Library is his monument. Of his rules 
for the staff I have my own opinion. Think of the hours we worked 
—as long as the ladders I have climbed so often to those top shelves. 
When I think of our present 42-hour weeks, I marvel that men 
can work so few with a light conscience—yet I would not revert 
to the bad old days; don’t think that. Then the fines! If we 
stayed from work, even for a day or for however good a reason, 
our pay stopped irrecoverably. Did I ever drop a book on the floor— 
and, alas, books had a pernicious way of slipping through my fingers 
—I was fined a penny ; and six pennies from a weekly emolument 
of eight shillings were a serious deduction. Do you wonder at my 
spartan character to-day? It was formed in 

A SEVERE SCHOOL. 
No doubt it was good for us. See what men it produced—dear 
old Dent, Burgoyne, Mould, Capel Shaw, and the present librarian, 
and others including him whom modestly prevents me from naming. 
Men who were (and are) competent, frank, haters of humbug. 
Think of Capel Shaw, the successor of Mullins ; a man of culture, 
without genius for librarianship as I thought, but a born poet, 
who wrote some good things in a Tennysonian vein. When sub- 
librarian he often shielded me from Olympus—as much as he dared 
in those cast-iron days. Think of his successor, Walter Powell, 
with one of the finest figures, and certainly the biggest voice, in 
the profession; one, too, who dominates almost every meeting 
he attends without any effort or even intention to do so. Perhaps 
he learned the art from our demi-god, Joseph Chamberlain— 
whom we name with bated breath as one of the canonized—who 
once said: ‘‘ In every committee I attended at Birmingham there 
was one man who knew his own mind.”’ Hence Corporation Street 
and a mort of other modern civic wonders. 

I Have ADMIRED 
especially the manful way in which this Librarian shouldered the 
herculean task of modernizing his sixty-year-old system. Remember 
that we issued our books by the ledger system from the lending 
library! In which we were rather inferior to this little seaside town. 
So, as a result of his efforts, we shall find many quite modern things 
in Birmingham. 

I would like to be autobiographical and reminiscent a great 
deal further. Do think upon our distinguished committeemen of 
whom Timmins was an example, and of whom the excellent Alderman 
Prichett is the latest and not the least admirable successor. One 
could write a volume about them. Thus, you will see, alth 
Birmingham was a school from which I escaped with the ecstacy of a 
bird newly set free, it was a salutary one to which I owe much. 

OTHER LIBRARIES 
than the public ones with their commercial and technical depart- 
ments will occupy some of our attention. The Birmingham Old 
Library lives and flourishes with long years of great service behind 
it. The newer University Library, too, has much to interest us. 
And the city itself, although, as you say, it is probably the least 
romantic city of its size in the world, throbs with a self-centred 
life of its own that to me is wonderful. A strange, mighty city 
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- on = country of Shakespeare, and having the best library 
him ; yet as alien from anything in Shakespeare as 

ane I could be. G.B.S. wants Leeds to be burned down. He 
has not a7 pronounced upon Birmingham. When he does there 
an earthquake very heart of England, for we 


ers are a proud peop 
I shall, ters ‘at the Grand, your white locks not 
thinner, I trust, than when we last met. ERATOSTHENES. 


[The Editor does not hold himsel{ responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of “‘ LETTERS ON OuR AFFAIRS.’’| 


LIBRARY NEWS 
[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes om tmnovations, interesting happenings, appointments, and 
changes and other local stems of general interest are particularly 
welcome.) 
The Ipswich Library Committee has decided to discontinue the 
former practice of closing for a weekly half-day, and so, commencing 
this Autumn, all departments will remain open every week-day. 


OBITUARY. 

Many of our readers will be sorry to hear of the death of Mrs. 
James Duff Brown, which occurred on July 22nd, after a long and 
painful illness, at 104, Petherton Road, Highbury. She was buried 
on July 25th, in her husband’s grave in New Southgate Cemetery. 

We regret having to inform our readers of the death of Mr. 
Baker Hudson, Borough Librarian of Middlesborough, which 
occurred on August 5th. Mr. Baker Hudson, who was 71 years of 
age, was appointed Borough Librarian of Middlesbrough in 1889, 
out of 444 applicants. For a number of years he was Curator of the 
Museum, and later Hon. Curator of the Dorman Memorial Museum. 
He was for some time on the Council of the Library Association, 
and was past President of the Northern Counties Library Associa- 


tion. 
PERSONAL NOTES 
A Woman Among Books is the title of an article from the pen 
of Miss Kate E. Pierce, Librarian and Hon. Curator of Kettering, 
which appeared in Women’s Employment, a Paper dealing with the 
Professions of Educated Women. Miss Pierce gives a useful account 
of how to study for the Library profession. 


oF LONDON 


SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP. Session 1925-26. 
Honorary Sm Frepericx Georce Kenyon, G.B.E., K.C.B., M.A., D.Litt. 


COURSES FOR ‘PART. TIME STUDENTS, and Evening. Courses (1) and = 
for students reading for the Uriversity ~ ~ pale or for the Certificates 
for the Diploma of the Libraty Association 


SPECIAL COURSES. 
PUBLIC and SPECIAL RCT Library Work with Childrea, 
Ilus*ration of Books, Book-binding, Prin’ the session. 
THE SESSION begins on Monday, 5th ~~~ 
Students wishing to be should spply forthwith to :— 
WALTER W. SETON versity College, London. (Gower Street, W.C.1.) 


For ECONOMY * Library Binding 


RILEY'S GUARANTEED BINDING 


All Books treated according to suitability of the paper. 
Sewing and Binding of every book guaranteed. 


Bindings in Imperial Morocco Cloth, Buckram and 
Quarter Niger Morocco at bottom prices. 
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Send for Price List or Tender. 
Re-placement Catalogue of 9,000 titles, free on application. 
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B. RILEY & Co., Ltd., HUDDERSFIELD 


FAMOUS BOOKS FOR CHILDREN 


The volumes in the series below are writien by authors of established reputation 
for children between the ages of 10 and 14. Especially made to withstand the 


hardest use. 
HARPER’S YOUNG PEOPLE’S SERIES 
Five New Votumes - 2/6 EACH. 


Includes such titles as :— 


GRUISE OF THE GHOST - - - - - W.L. Alden 
MILDRED’S BARGAIN - - Lucy C. Lillie 
WAKULLA - - - Kirk Munroe 
RAISING THE PEARL - - - - - ,.- Otis 
THE RED MUSTANG - - - - O. Stoddard 
THE ADVENTURE SERIES 
Eicut New Votumes - 3/6 
Includes such titles as :— 
CAMPING ON WESTERN TRAILS : - E. R. Gregor 
ROCK OF THE LION - - Molly Elliott Seawell 
BOYS’ BOOK OF PIRATES - - . - Howard Pyle 
STOLEN TREASURE - - - - - Howard Pyle 


Harper & Brothers - = London 


Complete Catalogue sent on application. 
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Leighton, George F., Sunderland Public Libraries, to be Senior 
Assistant, Bolton Public Libraries. 

Jackson, Chas. M., Senior Assistant, Sunderland Public 
Libraries, to be Assistant, Birmingham Public Libraries. Salary, 
incl. bonus, £275, plus allowance for L.A. certificates. 

Jacka, Miss Stella P. T., B.A. (Durham), has been appointed 
to the Junior Staff of the Sunderland Public Libraries. 

Mr. W. T. Williams (Middlesbrough) to be Librarian and 
Secretary, Mechanics Institute, Crewe. 


NOTES. 

Tue Library Association Publicity Committee has received messages 
from several leading editors, including Mr. St. Loe Strachey, Editor 
of The Spectator; Mr. Wickham Steed, Editor of The Review of 
Reviews and formerly Editor of The Times; Mr. J. L. Garvin, 
Editor of The Observer; and the Rt. Hon. T. P. O'Connor, M.P., 
Editor of T.P.’s Cassell’s Weekly. These are all included in the 
new publicity pamphlet, “The Press and Public Libraries,’’ now 
being issued by the Committee. Librarians are asked to order 
at once (at 15/- per 1,000), as the supply is limited. These leaflets 
should be of service in influencing the press, both nationally and 
locally. 

Members of the Publicity Committee have been busy individu- 
ally as well as otherwise. Mr. Stephen had an interesting and 
informative article in “The Carrow Works Magazine,’ under 
the heading of ‘‘ Read!” outlining the facilities afforded at Nor- 
wich, and this was followed by a supplementary article by a member 
of the staff. Mr. Green’s article in “The Review of Reviews" 
showed what Halifax is doing, and Mr. Singleton’s contributions 
to the “ L.G.O. Summer Annual ”’ would be enjoyed by all librarians. 
Mr. Sayers took up the cudgels on behalf of Public Libraries in 
reply to some stupid statements in ‘‘ Now and Then.” W.A.B. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 
The results of the election of Council for 1925-26 are as follows :— 
LONDON COUNCILLORS. 
ELECTED. 


W.B. Thorne - - - 323 W. R. B. Prideaux, B.A. - 274 
a — - - - 306 E. A. Baker, D.Litt. - - 26 
. D. Stewart - - - 299 A. G. Burt - - - 240 
» B.A - - 296 G. H. Palmer, B.A. - - 235 
Cc. R. derson - - - 284 B. M. Headicar - - - 230 
A. Esdaile, M.A - - 279 L. Newcombe - - - 225 
Not ELectep. 
J. E. Walker - - - 191 W. Wadley - - - 136 
COUNTRY COUNCILLORS. 
ELECTED. 
E. A. Savage - - - 330 Miss K. E. Pierce - - 228 
W. A. Briscoe - - - 307 H. Tapley-Soper, F.S.A - 226 
W. C. B. Sayers - - - 276 A. i; wkes - - - 213 
G. A. Stephen - - - 272 T. W. Hand - - - 212 
G. E. Roebuck - - - 264 Fe W. Singleton - - - 211 
B. Anderton. M.A } - - 262 . R. McColvin - - - 197 
F M.A. - - R. - - 193 
. Farr - - - - A. Sparke - - - 
H. D. Roberts - - - 242 C. Nowell - - - 192 
R.J.Gordon - - - 240 E. Green - - - - I91 
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Not ELEcTeD. 
C. Riddle - - - 189 Miss M. Gilbert - - 
H. M. Cashmore - - 179 J. Pomfret i - - 157 
L, A. Taylor - - - 174 J. W. C. Purves - - 
F. Dallimore - - - 159 G. R. Bolton - - - 125 
H.A.Sharp - - 122 
A. E. TWENTYMAN, 
E. W. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION EXAMINATIONS, 
MAY, 1925. 
LIST OF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES. re 


SECTION 1.—LITERARY HISTORY. 

61 Candidates sat - 35 Passed. 
MERIT.--Robinson, Miss M. U., Wakefield; Sawyers, Miss M., Bradford. - 
PASSED. —Allday, Miss O. M., Birmingham ; Asadullah, Khalifa Mohammad, Simla a 


Biggs, J. H. E., Cardiff : Bissett, Miss M. W., Manchester; Boardman, F. J., Wallasey ; Bradley, ag 
Miss H. F., Birmingham ; Bursett, J.A., Edinburgh ; Cam bell, Miss O. P., Glasgow ; Camplin, 5 ae 
Miss E., Hackne ; Chivers, H., Kidderminster ; iss M. E. C. , Birmingham ; Engall, 


F.S., Fulham; Fergusson, Miss ’B. M., Bath ; Hardy. iss M. F., Birmingham ; Heap, Miss M., 
Keighley; Hill, Miss G. A., Bath ; "Hockit , C., Acton ; Illingworth, Miss E., Manchester ; 
Jackson, Miss E., Stirling ; "Lee, Miss H., Glasgow; Madden, Miss G. K., Stockport ; Parr, 
Miss F. M , Birmingham ; Paterson, Miss J. H., Birmingham ; Pollard, Miss V. M., Bath ; Preston, 
Miss W., Miss H. M., “Thurle s, Ireland; Ryder, Miss M., Horwich ; 

Miss M. C., Birmingham ; Smith, F. R. S., Guildhall Library ; Stonebridge, A. J. D. ‘St. Maryle. 
bone; Swift, Miss G. N. M., Ealing ; Thorne, Miss W. K., St. Bride's Institute ; Vernon, Miss 
P. M., Birmingham ; Williams, We Middlesbrough. 


SECTION 11.—-BIBLIOGRAPHY. 
27 Candidates sat - 17 Passed. 
MERIT.-—-Lee, W. A., Taunton; Nichols, D. D., Woolwich. 
PASSED.—Burke, J., Glasgow ; Burton, A. W., Department of Overseas Trade ; Enderby, 
W., Grimsby ; Forsyth, J. W., Edinburgh; Jones, A. F., Manchester; Kennedy, R. F., Johan- 
nesburg; Lye, Miss D. M., Hove ; Morrish, W. j., Cardiff ; Poole, e C., Ge ig ; Shapland, AE 
D., Bolton; Smith, Miss L., Norwich ; Taylor, Miss P. M., *Newcastle- -upon- Tyne; Waites, H. = 
E., Fulham ; Williams, Miss E. M., Aberyst wyth ; Wood, H. G., Norwich. 


SECTION U11.—CLASSIFICATION. 

86 Candidates sat - 37 Passed. =i 

PASSED.—Adey, F. C., Chelsea; Aslin, Miss M. S., ye Beasley, Miss L. A., peat: 

Coventy 3 Bowley, Miss x St. Marylebone; Bradshaw, Miss E. Birmingham ; Browning, 

, Bradford ; —, Miss E. , Exeter; Carr, F., Sheficid's "Clark, } iss E. M., Chelten- 

ham ; Crumpton, "Miss A. , Birmingham ; Falconer, Miss A. .. Cheltenham ; Flegg, Miss 

.M., Ipswich; Furness, Miss N., Middlesborongh ; Gillett, J. T., Hull; Harris, Miss E. M., 

pt Fy, Harrod, L. M., Fulham ; Harvey, Miss H., Wakefield : Heering, Miss G., Kampen, 

Holland ; Hobday, Miss E. M., Coventry ; Hocke , V.G. ” Glasgow ; Mote, Miss E. M., "Torquay ; 

Raeburn, A., Glasgow ; Revie, J., Glasgow ; Ric es, J. E. , Croydon ; obinson, Miss G., Liver- 

pool ; Rutter, Battersea Sagar, ’Miss A., Keighley; Schofield, Miss A., Norwicn ; 
Schofield, B., Manchester; Sherwood, Miss M. M., lton ; Skinner, Miss E., Ni 
Turner, C. ii, Woolwich ; Webster, Miss E., Dundee ; Wood, Miss A. W. P., Edinburgh ; V 

H. G. , Norwich ; Woodhams, Miss A. I. M., Maidstone ; Wynne, Miss C., Glasgow. 


SECTION IV.—CATALOGUING. 
126 Candidates sat + 67 Passed. 

MERIT.—Bioletti, R., Liverpool; Hobby, W. J., Chelsea; Murphy, Miss M., Liverpool 

PASSED.—Allan, Miss J. M., Edinburgh; Atkins, Miss E., Live 1; Austing, A. T., 
Wood Green; Baker, Miss L. J., Liverpooi; Berry, Miss M.1., Bolton; Bussey, F.T., y: 
Caldwell, S., Warrington ; Campbell, Miss M., Brighton; Carr, J. A., Liverpool ; "Carr, Miss 
L. M., Croydon; Chisnall, Miss O., Birkenhead ; Cooper, F. Jy Portsmouth ; Cronshaw, F. E., 
Oldham ; ‘Dalgoutte, W.C. , Glasgow ; Dodd, E. C., Hornsey Dow, A., Glasgow ; ; Fairweather, 
Miss E. , Worksop ; Falconer, Miss A. te Cheltenham ; Gay ord, Miss K. M., Norwich ; Hamilton, 
Miss A. G., Glasgow ; Haultain, Miss E. M. A., Kingston-on- -Thames ; Hill, Miss 1., Newton- 
in- -Makerfield ; Hill, W. J., Woolwich ; Hunter, Miss M. , Glasgow ; Hutchings F. G. B. , Glasgow ; 
Jackson, G. P., Bradford; Jefirey, Miss P. M., Cheltenham ; Je twood, Miss C., Birmingham ; 
Johnson, Miss + te Darlington ; Jones, C. H., Hackney ; ; Kennedy, D. Glasgow ; iy Ker Miss H. F., 
Cheltenham ; Kinloch, Miss M., Darlington ; Leath, C., Cin; Lee, W. A., Taunton ; 
MeGarrity, Miss H. R. R., Glasgow ; McKenzie, Miss L., Lo hborough ; McKinnon, J. Glasgow 
McLeod, D., Glasgow ; : Mather, Miss W. K., Bradford : Milner, Miss I., Bradford ; Moyle, Miss 
LE. M., Torqua Norman, E., Burnley ; Osborne, Miss N., Derby ; ; Peters, Miss E. M., 
Price, F. S., alsall ; Pritchard, Miss D., Liverpool ; Purdie, J. B., Glasgow ; man, Miss 

. E., Lowestoft ; Robinson, Miss M. U., "Wakefield ; Rock, C. H., Tottenham ; = 
Gniewa Snaith, Miss M. , Carlisle ; Summerfield, j.V., ’ Portsmouth ; Swift, J., Bolton ; 
Miss M.'I., Bootle ; Toms, Miss S., Islington ; Ww tad, Miss E., Leicester : Watson, Miss M. C., 
Brighton ; Wilkinson, E., Bradford ; jilson, Miss E., Glasgow ; Wilson, H. J., Tottenham ; 
Wilson, J. L., Tottenham ; Woodhams, Miss A. I. M., ‘Maidstone 
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SECTION V.—LIBRARY ORGANIZATION. 
69 Candidates sat - 36 Passed. 
PASSED.—Alexander, Miss M., Norwich; Allen, Miss N. G., Newark-on-Trent ; Bailey, 
W. L., Lowestoft; Baker, Miss C., Ealing; Bennett, Miss K. R., Portsmou! 

. N. Coventry ; Croft, Miss I., Grimsby ; an, Miss W., Ilkley; Edwards, Miss E. id 
Getty, J., Belfast; Groom, W. F., Cro ;. Harkness, J., Glasgow; Hayes, Miss 
C.A. , Croydon ; Hill, T., Bolton ; Higginbottom, s j., ” Manchester ; Hinton, E. A., Newcastle- 
upon- Tyne ; johnson, Miss L. A., Fulham ; hnson, Miss M. , Coventry ; s ifm. Miss W. M., 
Coventry ; ellington, F. W., Sheffield; Lynes, A. G., Covent : E. M., 
Sheffield; Musgrave, C. W., Croydon; Mewland, G. A., Mile End ; Lestat r, Miss D. E , Birming- 
ham; Reeves, Miss C. G., Central Library for Students, London ; Spencer, Miss E. M., Coven try ; 
Stevenson, T., Newcastle-upon-Tyne ; Stubbs, Miss E., t+ a Talmey, Miss F. L., Hove ; 
Tozer, E. S., Kilburn; Ward, E. A., Coventry; Waterfield Exeter; Weston, Miss E. M. be 

Birmingham ; Wood, Miss N., Lowestoft; Younger, D. R., Glasgow. 


194 Candidates sat - 64 Passed. 

HONOURS.—Barnard, C. C., Tropical Diseases Library, London. 

MERIT.-—Hinton, EB. A., Newonstie-upon- Tyne; Quinn, Miss M. S., Chelsea; Speight, 

P. M., Johannesburg. 

PASSED.—Batchelor, R. ye + Boxall, C., Kensington ; Burn, H., Carlisle; 
Burnett, J. A., Edin burgh ; Bone. Mi . ye Miss E., Glasgow ; 
Cooper, ‘Miss E. K. , Norwich; Corley, Miss a, “Liverpool ; Drewery, R. F., Hull; Edwards, 
Miss E. H., Aberystwyth ; lington, Miss A. N., Glasgow ; Fairey, Miss LG. . Birmingham ; 
Fairhorst, A. C., Wigan, Falconer, Miss A. L., Cheltenhain ; Foster, Miss W., Birmingham ; 
Garner, Miss D., Wallasey ; Gree nwood, itiss i. , Warrington ; Hackett, Miss A., Belfast ; 
Hall, A. H., Guildhall Library, London ; Ay $. A., Norwich ; Hewitt, - Manchester : 
Howarth, H. H., Bolton ; Howe, Miss K. G Howell, w. Poplar ; ,N.D., 
Bolton ; Ingram, Miss F. E. F., Woolwich ; Jones, ss C. A. Liverpool ; Jones, we ‘arrington ; 
Ker, H. F., Cheltenham ; Langton, Miss A. Liverpool; Luke, Miss A. B., Kirkcaldy ; 
Mitchell, Miss . S., Glasgow; Moore, Derby uir, 

H., Bolton; Noble, t tord ; Norbury, Miss B., Manchester ; Ovell, Miss D. I., Ipswich ; 
Pratt, Miss A. McG., Glasgow ; Pummell, > Bee Fulham : ant, 
Miss D. J., Gilstrap; Schletter, Miss H. E., ay Scott, Miss L. M., Hove; Smith, E. A., 
Croydon ; Speight, S a ve Bolton ; Steven, Miss M. P., Gl ; Stevenson, T., Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne ; Stevenson, Ww. B., Wallasey; Stonebridge, A D., St. Marylebone; Talmey, 
iss E. M., Hove; Taylor, W. S., Dundee; Tennant, ai F., Wallase Thompson, A., 
; Waterfield, R., Exeter ; ‘Watkins, A. H., Gainsbo haiss : 
Wilson, Miss W. C., She fhe field ; Wise, Miss H. C., Croydon ‘ood, J. A., Tottenham. 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON SCHOOL OF 
LIBRARIANSHIP. 
EXAMINATION RESULTS, JUNE, 1925. 


FULL DIPLOMA. 

Ansell, E., M.A. ; Athlon, Dorothy L., B.A. ; Burgess, L. A; Cureyst, Estelle E., B.A.; 
Demehevsky, Margaret S., B.A. ; Downing, Elinor P., B.A.; Eaton, Mary L.S Floyd, Kathleen 
M.; Hamilton, E. W.; Lewis, "Norah K.; Celia M., B.A. ; Maple, H. B.A.; Marsh, 
ow, B.A.; Plant, Marjorie ; Quinton, C. L.’; Roupell, Marion G. ; Weinberger, Eva B., 

Wikidicombe, Olive B 

ECT ONLY TO BE To Drrtoma.—Coghill, D. H.S.; Cohen, Margaret 
E., B.A.; Fletcher, Mary, Pearson, Joyce; Whitehead, Jessie M. 

DIPLOMA : Part I. —Barraclough, Kathleen; Brown, Elsbeth M.; Clark, Hilda M. ; 

, R.O.; Gibbous, Edith N.; Gummer, Hetty M. ; Harting, Greta L.; Hendry, Ena M. ; 
Palmer, Annie M.; Rushworth, Susanna H.; Shearman, Mary J. ; Stenhouse, Cynthia M. L.; 
Waller, Jessie L.; Wright, Phyllis A. 

Part 1. or EXCEPT ONE D.; Eissa, H. H.; Knight, 


Doris, B.A 
SESSIONAL CERTIFICATES. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATE.—1!, Plant, Marjorie. 

SECOND CLASS.—Ansell, E.; Atkins, pores L.; Burgess, L. A.; Demchevsky, 
Margaret S.; Hamilton, E. W.; Quinton, C. L. _ enoeal Marion G. 

THIRD CLASS.—Barrett, Ivy F.; Coghill, D. H. S.; Cohen, Margaret E.; Curryer, 
Estelle E.; Downing, Elinor P.; Eaton, Mary L. S; Fissa, H. H.: Fletcher, Mary ; 
Kathleen; Hirt, Kensington, Lorna M.; Lloyd, Celia M. ; Maple, H 
Marsh, Hilda C. ; arson, Joyce ; athan, S. R.; ‘einberger, Eva B.; Welch, 
Winifred R. ; Whitehead, Jessie M.; rombe, Kathleen O. B. 


AND INDEXING. 
FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATES.—1, Ranganathan, S. R.; 2, Atkins, Dorothy L.; 3, 
t, Annie M., and Waller, Jessie L. 
SBCOND CLASS.—Ansell, E.; Blackman, A. J. R.; Clark, Hilda M.; Dougan, R. 0.; 
, Elinor P.; Gummer, Hendry, ; Marsh, Hilda C 


Hirt, Gladys C. ; ‘Knight, Dotis ; Celia M.; Maple, H. 1Para- 
maore, Winifred M. ; inton, C. L.; Rushworth, Susanna M. ; 
Cynthia M. L.; Weinberger, Eva B.; Welch, Winifred R. ; ‘wane t A. 


SECTION VI.—LIBRARY ROUTINE. 
Pal 
Dow 
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LIBRARY ROUTINE. 
FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATES.—1!, Demchevsky, Margaret S.; 2, than, S. R. ; 
pil ‘Marion 


Athins, | Soy L.; 4, Ansell, B.; 5, Hirt, C., and ‘Rou G.; 7, 
leen M.; Hamilton, E. W. ; Hansen, Marit R 
—Arte, M. Coghill, D. H. S.; Cohen, Downing, Elinor 
H. ; Livyat Celia McMicken, Olive C.; Maple, H. L.; 


Eissa, H. 
Winifred R. 
CLASSIFICATION. 


FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATES. = 3 than, S. R.; 2, ing, Elinor P., and 
Waller, Jessie L.; 4, Atkins, Dorothy — 
SECOND CLASS. —Ansell, E.; Arte, I B.; Barraclough, Kathleen ; Brown, Elsbeth M.} 
Clark, — M.; Dougan, R. 0.; Eissa, H. tH; Gibbons, Edith D.; Hansen, Marit R.; 
Ena M.; McColvin, E.R.; Marsh, Hi ilda C. ; Palmer, Annie M.; Rushworth, Susanna 
H.; fenhouse, Cynthia M. L.; Eva B.; Wilson, H. J.; Wright, Phyllis. 


THIRD Anderson, Backer, Else M. ; Madge V.; Chudananda, 
+ AF Clarke, Phyl et E.; de Castro, Frances F. ; Gummer, Hetty M.; 
Gleave’ ight, Doris ; Maple, H. L. ; O'Driscoll , Eileen ; Para- 

oan red M.; Riches, rr: Shearman, Mary J. 


LIBRARY ORGANISATION. 
SECOND CLASS.—Atkins, Dorothy Ls Pures, L. A.; Downing, Elinor P.; Maple, 


H. L.; Marsh, Hilda C. ; Ranganathan, S R.; Widdicombe Kathleen. 

THIRD CLASS.—-Ansell, E.; Bennett, G.; Estelle 5 
S.; Eaton, Mary Hand liton, E. W.; "Lloyd, ‘elia M.; t,Marjorie; Quinton, 
cL.3 Roupell Weinberger, Eva B. 


LITERARY HISTORY AND BOOK SELECTION. 

FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATES.—1, my Kat Elinor P.; 2, Ansell,E.; 3, Atkins, Doroth’ 
L.3 & Roupell, Marion G.; 5, Widdicombe, Kathleea O. B. ; ” 6, Plant, Marjorie ; 7, Weinberger, 
Eva B.; Curryer, Estelle E., and Maple, H. 

SECOND CLASS. —Barracloug h, Kathleen ; Burgess, L. A.; Clark, Hilda M. ; 
R. O.; Gibbons, Edith N. ; Hamil ton, E. W.; Kensington, Lorna M.; Lloyd, Celia M.; 
McMicken, Olive C.; Marsh, Hilda C.; Waller, "Jessie L. 

THIRD CLASS.—Arte, M. B.; poet, Ivy F.; Brown, Elsbeth M.; Clarke, Phyllis M. ; 


oon Margaret E.; Eaton, Mary L. S.; Pletcher Mary ; , Kathlocn M.; 
M.; Hendry, Ena M.; Hirt, Gladys C imer, Annie Quinton, C. 'L.; Rush- 
Susanna H. ; Shearman, Mary Wight Phyl lis A. 


PALAEOGRAPHY AND ARCHIVES. 
FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATES.—1, Demchevely, Margaret S.; 2, Burgess, L. A. 


SECOND CLASS.—Ansell, E. ; Atkins, Dorothy L. ; Estelle E.; Marsh, 
C.; Plant, Marjorie; Roupell, Marion G.; Whitehead, Jessie M. 
THIRD CLASS.—Coghill, D. H. S.; Cohen, Margaret E. ; Downing, Elinor P. So 


Kathleen M.; Hamilton, E. W.; Kensington, Lorna M.; Lloyd, Celia M.; Maple, 
Pearson, Joyce; Quinton, C. L.; Weinberger, Eva B.; Widdicom be , Kathleen O. B. 


MUHAMMEDAN PALAEOGRAPHY. 
SECOND CLASS.—Eissa, H. H. 


ORIENTAL PALAEOGRAPHY. 
THIRD CLASS.—Arte, M. B. 


ENGLISH COMPOSITION. 

FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATES.—1, Waller, y “ieee 2, Barraclough, Kathleen, Hendry 
Eaa M., and Lloyd, Celia M.; 5, Wright, Phyllis 

SECOND CLASS.—Clark, Hilda M.; Clarke Pasi M.; Dougan, R.O.; Gibbons, Edith 
N.; Rusbworth, Susanna H.; Shearman , Mary J.; Stenhouse, Cynthia M. L. 

THIRD CLASS.—Backer, Else M.; Brown, Elsbeth M.; Chudananda, D.; de Castro, 
Frances F.; Gummer, Hetty M.; Harting, Greta L.; Hansen, Marit R.; Kibart, A. S.; 
Leman, May A.; Marshall, Ruth; Palmer, Annie H. 


LATIN. 
FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATES.—1, Rushworth, Susanna H.; 2, Stenhouse, Cynthia M. 
L.; 3, Dougan, R. O., Kibart, A. S., and Lewis, Norah K.; 6, Clark, Hilda M. 


SECOND CLASS.—Ansell, E. ; Barraclough, Kathleen ; Brown, Elsbeth M.; Gibbons, 
Edith N.; O'Driscoll, Eileen ;' Palmer, Annie M.; Quinton, C. L.; Waller, Jessie L. 


THIRD CLASS.—Chudananda, D.; de Castro, Frances F.; Demch — = garet S.; 

Harting, Greta L.; Hendry, Ena M.; "Shearman, Mary J.; 3 Wright, Phyllis A. 
FRENCH. 

FIRST CLASS CERTIFICATES.—1, Clark, Hilda M.; 2, Rushworth, Susanna H.; 3, 
Barraclough, hleen. 

SECOND CLASS.—Dougan, R. O.; Gibbons, Edith N.; Harting, oe L.; O'Driscoll, 
Bileen; Shearman, Mary J.; Stenhouse, Cyathia M. L.3 ‘Waller, Jessie L. 

THIRD CLASS.—Brown, Elsbeth M. ; Elinor P. ; Gummer, Hetty M.; 
Marit R.; Hendry, Ena M.; Kibart, A. S.; mer, Annie "M.; Quinton, C. L.; Wright! 
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REVIEWS. 

Wilson (J. Havelock) My Stormy Voyacre Turoucu Lire. Vol. 1. 
Cr. 8vo, cloth, pp. 287. Co-operative Printing Society Ltd., 
Tudor Street, E.C.4, 1925. 10s. 6d. net. 

This book is indeed, as its title proclaims, the record of a somewhat 
stormy life. Mr. Havelock Wilson is regarded, quite outside the ranks of 
trade unionism, with respect as the leader of the movement which has so 
considerably bettered the conditions of sailors and firemen in British ships. 
As Mr. Walter Runciman says in his introduction to the first volume, which 
it is hoped may be followed by a second, Mr. Wilson's errors were pardonably 
many at the beginning of his fight. It will probably not be possible to write 
of many of us that our errors were pardonable, but no pardon is needed for 
the man who, through fair weather and foul,fought and even suffered imprison- 
ment just because he wanted to improve conditions for those who go down to 
the sea in ships. The Seamen’s Union, of which Mr. Havelock Wilson is the 
head, has at any rate confined itself to the one object for which it was formed, 
and, so far, there is no evidence of its willingness to join in those amalgamations 
with other unions, which are really contemplated as a great combination to 


spoliate the community. 

REPORTS 

AccrinGton Public Library.—24th Annual Report, covering the 
year ended March 31st, 1925. Borough Librarian, John Singleton, 
F.L.A. Population, 43,610. Rate in {, 2.89d.; Income, £2,607. 
Stock: Lending, 24,254; Reference, 6,132; Delivery Stations, 
6,967; School Libraries, 2,945. Issue: Lending, 180,887 ; 
Juvenile, 37,650; School Libraries, 40,369. Borrowers, 3,821. 

An additional Branch Exchange Station was opened during the year 
and so far has been a great success. 

Croypon.—A Year's Work of the Croydon Public Libraries, 1924- 
1925. 36th Annual Report. Chief Librarian, W. C. B. Sayers, 
F.L.A. Population, 196,000. Product of 2d. rate, £10,464. 
Stock: Lending, 84,722; Reference, 24,674. Additions during 
the year; Lending, 9,719; Reference, 973. Issues: Lending, 
651,087; Reference, 259,009. Borrowers 42,105 (including 
9,913 children) ; additional tickets issued, 20,863. Branches, 2. 

The congestion at the Central Library is very acute and it is hoped that 
the Council will adopt the plans that are before them for relieving the pressure. 
These plans include the provision of two more Branch Libraries, for which 
sites have been secured. The increase in the total issues amounted to 63,537. 
HeEywoop Public Library.—Librarian’s Annual Report for the year 

ending March 31st, 1925. Librarian, Miss E. E. Foster. Popula- 
tion, 26,693. Product of 2d. rate, £1,216. Stock: Lending, 
17,782; Reference, 1,627. Additions during the year, 1,136. 
Issues: Lending, 93,641; Reference, 631. Borrowers, 3,910. 

The issues, which have been steadily growing during the last few years, 
reached record figures and show an increase of 14,305 over the previous highest. 
Persons living outside the Borough are admitted to the privilege of borrowing 
on payment of an annual subscription of 4s. 

Hornsey Public Libraries.—26th Annual Report, 1924-1925, 
Borough Librarian, Thomas Johnston, F.L.A. Population, 
87,691. Stock; Combined total, 39,586; School Libraries, 
4,176; added during year, 4,223. Issues: Central Lending, 
210,377 ; Central Reference, 30,942 ; Branches, 192,776; School 
Libraries, 57,415. Borrowers, 9,089. Branches, 2. 

The 25th anniversary of the opening of the Libraries was celebrated on 
October 21st, 1924, when a social gathering was held. Addresses were given 
by the Rt. Hon. Lord Riddell and the Borough Librarian. Mr. Johnston's 
address, entitled ‘‘ History and Work of the Public Libraries,” is published 
as an appendix to the above report. 
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Ipswicn Public Libraries.—Report of the Committee for the year 
ended March 3lst, 1925. Chie/ Librarian, Lionel R. McColvin, 
F.L.A. Population, 79,371. Income from rate, £2,700. Stock 
Central Lending, 23,981 ; Central Reference, 16,266; Children’s 
Library, 5,910; Branches, 10,574. Additions during the vear, 
12,979. Issues: Central Lending, 136,153; Central Reference, 
34,297 ; Children’s Library, 67,401. Branches, 61,867. Borrowers 
10,070. Branches, 3. 

The progressive policy of the Committee in opening a new central build- 
ing on the “ open access ”’ system has been fully justified and the huge increase 
of 63 per cent. in the issues is most gratifying. Since the re-organization 
children are admitted to the Library and are making full and appreciative use 
of their privilege. 

Montrose Public Library.—19th Annual Report. September Ist, 
1923, to May 15th, 1925. Librarian, John Christison, F.L.A. 
Population, 11,000. Stock: Lending, 18,044; Reference, 
2,923. Additions during year, 2,770. Issues: Lending, 136,079 ; 
Reference, 24,013; Juvenile, 23,876; Book Club, 19,256. 
Borrowers: Adult, 8,793; Juvenile, 1,499. 

During the time under review a large number of donations have been 
received, chief among which being a cash gift of £100. This was used for the 

urchase of new books, which have been highly appreciated. 

NOTTINGHAM Public Libraries.—Annual Report for the year ended 
March 3lst, 1925. Librarian, Walter A. Briscoe, F.L.A. Popu- 
lation, 262,658. Stock: Lending, 50,041; Reference, 54,621 ; 
Branches, 67,248 ; School Libraries, 7,553. Added during year, 
8,558. Issues: Lending, 169,593; Reference, 96,744; Juvenile, 
141,651; School Libraries, 255,040; Branches, 177,644. New 
Borrowers’ Tickets issued during year, 4,200. Branches, 11. 

The new Southern Branch was opened during the year. The re-organiza- 
tion of the Libraries system include the building of a new Central Library and 
two more branches. An increase of 17,888 was reported in the total issues. 
20,660 people visited the Museum during the year. 

WARRINGTON Public Library.—Chief Librarian’s Report for the 
year ended June 30th, 1925. Chief Librarian, John McAdam, 
F.L.A. Population, 78,000. Income, £3,547. Stock: Lending, 
22,983 ; Reference, Books 19,740, Pamphlets 15,369; Juvenile, 
4,476. Added during year, 3,452. Issues: Lending, 140,234; 
Reference, 5,675; Juvenile, 55,151; Delivery Stations, 19,953. 
Borrowers, 8,653. 

The average number of books “‘ out "’ was 5,321. The figures given in 
the Report show a considerable improvement on last year’s. The Reference 
Library has been re-arranged in classified order. A classified catalogue of the 
Children’s Library was issued and has greatly helped this department to 
maintain its high standard of usefulness. 

PUBLICATIONS. 


CoveNTRY Public Libraries.—Readers’ Bulletin, July-August, 1925. 
A special bibliography of Rudyard Kipling, with a portrait and notes on 
each of his works, is published in this number. ‘‘ Some Recent Books on 
Building Construction and Allied Trades "’ is also included. 
Finssury Public Libraries.—Quarterly Guide for Readers, July, 1925. 
A preliminary list of books, etc,, contained in the local collection and the 
37th Annual Report are the contents of this Guide. The Report shows that 
209,703 vols. were issued from a stock of 47,230. 1,750 vols, were added during 
the year. Borrowers’ Tickets number 9,721. 
Ipswicu Public Libraries.—Ipswich Library Journal, July, 1925. 
This is No. 1 of a new publication and we wish it every success. ‘‘ Some 
Books for the Rambler in the Ipswich District” and short reading lists are 
the chief contents. 
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OUR ADVERTISERS 


Tue advertisers in this the Souvenir Conference number of The 
Library World have undoubtedly gone to great trouble to place 
on the market some splendid values in books and bindings. In fact, 
so attractive are the announcements made by them in these pages 
that we have felt called upon to examine the various items they are 
offering for inclusion in the Public Library of to-day. 
HE S.P.C.K. are issuing a large number of books suitable for the juvenile 
reader of all ages, from six to sixteen, at prices ranging from Is. to 
4s. 6d. The books are tastefully provided with picture wrappers and are well 
illustrated ; the printing is good and the paper of quite high grade for this 
cheap type of book. About ninety titles in three series of thirty are being 
advertised in the special numbers of The Library World, and in these series 
standard authors are well to the fore. The books are not, as one might suppose, 
of the religious type, but are all clean healthy stories of adventure and school 
life which cannot fail in their appeal to the juvenile reader. Having carefully 
examined these books we feel that every Library should possess these charming 
volumes. 
)” ie HARPER & BROTHERS are to be congratulated on their 
foresight in issuing some delightful series of books for juvenile readers. 
These books are so attractively arranged that no librarian can afford to be 
without them on his shelves. The chief among these series are: The Kate 
Dickenser Sweetser, Juveniles in nine vols, each volume dealing with some 
famous characters in fiction or history, price 6s. net per volume ; the Young 
People’s series, a splendid set of twenty-seven titles by some of the best-known 
authors, price 2s. 6d. net per volume; the Adventure Library, nineteen 
volumes of stirring adventure stories by well-known authors, price 3s. 6d. 
net per volume ; the Girls’ Library, a series of books by well-known authors, 
specially selected for girls, price 3s. 6d. per volume; the Sandeman Tales, 
a beautiful set of charming stories that appeal to the younger element, one 
education authority has taken many thousands of these as class reading books, 
price 2s. net per vol. 
ESSRS. PUTNAMS & SON, in addition to the books advertised, are offer- 
ing some delightful cheap editions of some of the popular authors, among 
them being the works of such well-known writers as Florence L. Barclay, 
E. W. Savi, ‘‘ Rita,’’ Max Brand, Robt. W. Chambers, and E. Temple-Thurston. 
These books at 2s. 6d. per volume represent extraordinary value, the paper, 
binding and printing being very good indeed. in recommending these to 
librarians we can speak with confidence, having had the opportunity of 
handling and thoroughly examining them. In addition to these, a rather 
important series of popular handbooks on the great departments of state 
are also being issued. This series represents something entirely new, being an 
attempt to give not only the layman but also the Civil Servant himself some 
idea of the nature and functions of the whole department for which he works. 
Known as the Whitehall series, they are being published at 5s. each. Volumes 
dealing with The Home Office and The Ministry of Health are now ready. 
Other volumes dealing with The Admiralty, The Post Office, The India Office 
and War Office are in preparation. 
ESSRS. CROSBY LOCKWOOD & SON are calling attention to some 
very important Technical Publications,and all librarians should ask to see 
these at the forthcoming Exhibition. Crosby Lockwood have long since been 
recognised as one of our leading scientific and technical book-publishers. They 
have issued a very interesting quarterly summary of Press notices from 
leading Professional and Trade Journals. This should prove an interesting 
aid to Technical Book-selection. Messrs. Crosby Lockwood will be pleased 
to forward a copy to any librarian interested on application. 
APPLETON & CO. announce some special cheap editions of new books 
e suitable for juveniles. These are to be published at 3s. 6d. per volume, 
and contain among others books by Kirk Munro and W. O. Stoddard. It 
is interesting to note that Appleton’s are exhibiting at Birmingham, and 
librarians should not fail to make the acquaintance of their genial representa- 
tive, Mr. Noble. 
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ESSRS. P. S. KING are the publishers of some very important works 
on economic questions of the day. Their advertisement in this issue 
announces some very important books that cannot be passed over. Librarians 
are advised to apply for lists of publications of this firm—they contain some 
very useful works that should be in every library. 
IHE RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY are offering some very important 
books dealing with Egyptology. These works are by recognised authori- 
ties and should bein every library. In addition to these, this house is issuing 
some very attractive juvenile literature at 2s. 6d. per volume. and we hope 
all delegates will ask to see these. 
ESSRS. L. REEVE & CO. are announcing a new and revised edition 
of our old friend BentHamM & Hooker : Handbook of British Flora. 
This valuable work needs no introduction to librarians and will undoubtedly 
find its way to their shelves. Turning to the Booksellers, we find some impor- 
tant announcements relating to the Publishers’ Exhibition at Birmingham, 
each one seemingly vieing with the other in their attempt to provide some 
attractive fare. 
UDIES. Noexhibition of books, no assembly of librarians and bookmen, 
is complete without the name of Mudie in evidence. This old-estab- 
lished firm—themselves librarians, booksellers and bookbinders—are again ex- 
hibiting. Past experience teaches that Mr. Alfred Gascoigne, the firm’s Sales 
Manager, will show at Birmingham a collection of books of great interest to 
the Librarian, who will be unwise to miss the opportunity of examing what 
might be termed a ‘‘ Mudie in Miniature '’—the stock of which will be offered 
at a much reduced price. Books in foreign languages and bookbinding for 
the public library will also be seen. 
ESSRS. F. & E. STONEHAM, whose stand at last year’s exhibition 
excited so much admiration, are again well to the fore. This enter- 
prising firm are well known to all librarians for their excellent service. They 
were, we believe, the pioneers of the ‘‘ Bookshop on Wheels ’’ by bringing the 
latest works to the librarian’s door. They undoubtedly render services that 
are greatly appreciated by those sho avail themselves of this excellent method 
of book selection. At this year’s exhibition they are endeavouring to go one 
better than last. The stand will be under the personal supervision of the 
manager, Mr. Edgar Gladwin, assisted by his able henchman, Mr. Richmond. 


ESSRS. W. H. SMITH & SONS have a world-wide reputation as 
booksellers and librarians. For many years past they have claimed 
attention by their most extraordinary values in second-hand books. Their 
stand at former exhibitions has always been an ornament and a very useful 
one at that. Their exhibit will be supervised by their extremely capable 
representative, Mr. A. G. Smith. Visitors to this stand will, we are sure, 
spend a very profitable time. 
OOTS BOOKLOVERS LIBRARY always provide a thoroughly repre- 
sentative selection of second-hand books in good condition at extremely 
reasonable prices. For many years past this exhibit has been thronged by eager 
bookbuyers. Mr. Frank Richardson, the head librarian, is, we understand, 
personally supervising the stand and, as in the past, delegates are assured of 
a cordial welcome and a square deal at this stand. 
HE TIMES BOOK CLUB can always be relied upon the furnish some 
excellent book-bargains from their second-hand lists. Thoroughly to 
appreciate the wide range of the stock one has to pay a visit to the vast store 
at Wigmore Street. 
Lt gt LIBRARY, LTD., invariably command attention by their unceas- 
ing endeavours to render efficient service and provide sound copies of 
second-hand works at very moderate prices. Although they are not exhibiting 
at the exhibition librarians will doubtless have an opportunity of meeting 
their very capable librarian, Mr. J. C. Wilmer, who is always to the fore at 
these gatherings. 
ESSRS. W. & G. FOYLE, the house with a million books, have 
long ago established a reputation in the world of books. “ Books on 
every conceivable subject ”’ is their slogan and it would indeed be very difficult 
to find a subject which is not represented in their stock. It is not generally 
known that their Library De ment is in charge of Mr. J. Flood, who was 
formerly on the staff of the Holborn Public Libraries. 
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To be thoroughly representative we must, of course, have bookbinders 
advertising in our Journal, and we are pleased to notice among our advertisers 
fhe following : 
ESSRS. G. BLUNT & SONS, who during the past few years have 
come rapidly to the fore and are now numbered among our leading 
book-binders. Their system of guarding each leaf by means of a machine 
invented by one of the principals of the firm is a marvel of ingenuity. Their 
speciality is the quarter niger and pigskin bindings. Owing to the enormous 
increase in their business they are shortly removing to larger and up-to-date 
workshops at Harlesden. 


EDRIC CHIVERS—and who does not know the name of this worthy 
Alderman of Bath ?—announces that this year he is exhibiting at the 
Grand Hotel. Chivers Library Bindings are so well known that they do not 
require further comment in these notes except to say that if its Chivers it is 
the hall mark of perfection. It is interesting, however, to note that nearly 
7,000,000 volumes have passed through their binding shops during the past 
thirty years. 
ILEY for binding has been a slogan for many years among librarians 
in all parts of the kingdom.  Riley’s bindings have stood some very 
severe tests in the past, and the quality of their work has in no way depreciated 
during recent years. Messrs. Riley are exhibiting at the Publishers’ Exhibition 
this year, and it is hoped that the honourable member for Dewsbury will be 
present himself to greet many of his old friends. 
ESSRS. J. B. STARR are last but by no means least in these notes. 
The very high standard of efficiency which their work has attained has 
gained for them a very high place among Library bookbinders. By carefully 
studying the actual wants of their clients, together with attention to minute 
details, this firm has built up an enormous business in the North. A concern 
with such a fine reputation as this cannot be ignored when bookbinding is 
being considered. 


In the Library Appliance section we are represented by one firm : 
IHE ART METAL CONSTRUCTION CO. are the pioneers of the Metal 
Shelving Industry in this Country. The elegance and finish of their 
specialities cannot but command respect. The goods made by this firm 
are often imitated but seldom equalled. The design and construction of 
their manufactures have won for them a very high position in the world-of 
Library Appliance Manufacturers. 


Another firm who have made great strides in the Library Supply business 
are exhibiting at i‘irmingham this year. Modesty forbids us to mention th 
name in these notes. Let it be sufficient to say that visitors to their stand 
will be accorded a hearty welcome and may rest assured that their time will 
be well spent. 


LIST OF EXHIBITORS AT THE BIRMINGHAM 
EXHIBITION, 
SEPTEMBER, 1925. 
Messrs. D. Appleton, 25, Bedford Street, Covent Garden, London. 
The Art Metal Equipment Company, 186, Shaftesbury Avenue, W.C. 
Boots’ Booklovers’ Library, Stamford Street, S.E. Boots’ Business 
Systems, 16, Goose Gate, Nottingham. C. Combridge, Ltd., 9, Bull 
Ring, Birmingham. Commercial Supplies Co., 26, Moorfields, Liver- 
pool. Grafton & Co., 51, Great Russell Street, W.C.1. G.G. Harrap 
& Co., Ltd., 39, Parker Street, Kingsway, W.C. London Sand 
Blast Decorative Glass Works, Ltd., Burdett Road, E.3. Mudie’s 
Select Library, Ltd., 30-34, New Oxford Street, London. B. Riley 
& Co., Ltd., Fox Street, Huddersfield. W. H. Smith & Son, 
Strand House, W.C.2. F. & E, Stoneham, Ltd., Cheapside, E.C.2. 
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